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29TH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR A 

 

Homily preached by the Rt Revd Mgr Keith Newton at the Church of the 

Transfiguation, Kensal Rise on 18/19 October, 2014.  

 

What should the relationship be between the Church and the state is a 

question that occupies the mind of many Christians in different parts of the 

world and even here when laws may sometimes to be contrary to Christian 

teaching. 

 

To quote from today’s gospel ‘Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to 

God what belongs to God”. To suggest there is an easy divide between our 

obligations to God and our obligations to the state is simplistic; sometimes 

they can be in conflict. 

 

The question asked of Jesus “is it permissible to pay taxes or not?” was not 

asked of him in an effort to find out the truth.  Rather it was to trick Jesus into 

saying the wrong thing.  But Jesus was not to be trapped and by his answer 

stated a principle by which most Christians in a civilised society must live, that 

we all have dual citizenship. We are citizens of the country in which we happen 

to live, to that country we owe much - perhaps our safety and freedom within 

the law. We look to it for public services- police, military, roads, education, and 

other benefits. It is immoral that we should accept the good things of the state 

without accepting our responsibilities.   

 

But we are also citizens of heaven.  Like the coin in today’s gospel, we have the 

image of God stamped on us; we are his property and what we offer to him is 
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not a gift but what belongs to him - our duty and service.  There are matters of 

conscience, of religion, and of principle in which the responsibility of the 

Christian is to God.  It may well be that there is never a clash.  But when a 

Christian is convinced that something is God’s will, having tested it against 

scripture and Christian teaching then it must be done.   

 

Today I have been invited to speak to you about the Ordinariate of Our Lady of 

Walsingham which is a new structure in the Catholic Church created by Pope 

Benedict XVI nearly fours ago to further the unity of the Church by creating a 

way for former Anglicans to enter into the full communion of the Catholic 

Church but bringing with them some of their traditions which are compatible 

with the Catholic Faith as a gift to be shared.  Since its beginnings in Jan 2011, 

when I was ordained a Catholic Priest and named by the Holy Father as the 

Ordinary, or person in charge, we now have 86 priests all former Anglican 

clergy who care for about 40 Ordinariate congregations.  In addition many of 

them are also serving the wider Catholic Church as parish priests, and as 

chaplains in school, prisons and hospitals.  We have been given our own form 

of Mass containing prayers from the Book of Common Prayer which has 

nourished the Christian Faith in the English speaking world for over 400 years. 

In the Archdiocese of Westminster Cardinal Vincent has given us the very 

beautiful Church of Our Lady of the Assumption Warwick Street to be 

dedicated to the life of the Ordinariate where our liturgy is celebrated every 

Sunday morning. 

 

Sometimes it is suggested in the media that we left the Church of England 

simply to escape the ordination of women.  This is not true. That may have 

been a catalyst because the Church of England had no authority to change the 
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practice of the universal Church unilaterally but the questions for us were 

about the unity of the Church, for which we had prayed for many years, and 

about following our conscience in the search for truth.   

 

Those of us who have entered into full communion had come to see, as we are 

taught that the Church of Jesus Christ is made a concrete reality in the Catholic 

Church though, of course, important elements of it may be found in other 

Christion bodies. In addition to that we had come to realise the importance of 

the ministry of the Bishop of Rome as a sign and focus of the unity of the 

Church.  Those of us in England have come from the established Church but 

recent history has shown the Church of England is ultimately beholden to 

parliament and will often reflect the nation’s attitudes. In one of his books the 

Dominican Timothy Radcliffe says the notion of a national Church cannot be 

Catholic.  But the Catholic Church is universal not national.  Its beliefs are 

clearly expressed for us in the Catechism of the Catholic Church as it passes on 

the faith of the Apostolic Church of the earliest days of the Christian faith. 

 

There is much diversity within the Catholic Church worldwide.  In the East 

there are many Catholic Christians who come from an orthodox background 

but have returned to communion with the See of Peter after the great schism 

of the 11the Century such as the Greek Catholics and the Melkites, but this is 

the first time that the Catholic Church has made space within its structures for 

traditions which come from the reformation of the 16th Cent. That is why Pope 

Benedict describes it as a prophetic ecumenical gesture. 

 

But we are Catholics like any other Catholics, our priests are like any other 

Catholic priests but we are putting into practice that very important 
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ecumenical principle that unity is possible without uniformity.  To do this many 

of our people especially our priests had to take a step into the unknown and 

simply trust the Lord and his Church. Many sacrifices have been made but we 

have received many blessing from being in the communion of the Catholic 

Church for which we are eternally grateful. 

 

We have begun with very few financial resources and eventually we need to 

become totally self-sufficient but now we still need help if we are to grow and 

flourish. There will be a second collection after Mass today for the Friends of 

the Ordinariate, a Charity set up by a group of Catholic Layman to support the 

work and mission of the Ordinariate.  If you are able, I hope you will consider 

making a contribution to help in our work and mission and if possible complete 

the form available at the back of the Cathedral so that we can gain a little more 

from the Inland Revenue. There are also leaflets at the back if you wish to 

support the Ordinariate on a more regular basis. 

 

 Today’s gospel makes the point that we are both citizens of country and 

citizens of heaven.  Where the boundaries are Jesus does not lay down. But if 

in any doubt we only have to remember that our primary duty is always as a 

Citizen of heaven, to give God what belongs to him even when that means 

sacrifice and uncertainty. 

 


