
1 
 

SHREWSBURY CATHEDRAL 

SUNDAY 5/6th JULY 

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time – FOTO Appeal 

A little girl was going to a party and was told by her mother to remember to 

say thank you to hostess when she left.  On returning home she was asked if 

she had thanked the hostess.  No she replied ’the  girl in front did and the 

lady said’ Don’t mention it’ so I didn’t’ 

We gather to day, as we should every Sunday, to make Eucharist which is as 

you know another word for the Mass.  Eucharist means thanksgiving. As we 

gather around the Lord’s altar we give thanks for all the blessings we 

receive but most especially in the words of the Book of Common Prayer ‘for 

thine inestimable love in the redemption of the World by Our Lord Jesus 

Christ, for the means of grace and for the hope of glory ‘as we bring once 

more into the present that one sacrifice of Christ on Calvary.  The 

tabernacle where we reserve the consecrated hosts, the sacramental 

presence of Christ in this building, also reminds us that we are to be a 

Eucharistic people; that that our lives should be characterised by 

thanksgiving. Sadly so often our lives are not overflowing with 

thankfulness but with complaints, jealousy and anger.  Jesus in today’s 

gospel teaches us to be thankful to God.  He was facing mounting 

opposition but he could thank God that he had been given the gift of 12 

ordinary men to be his disciples. ’I bless you (or thank you) Lord of 

heaven and earth for hiding these things from the learned and clever 

and revealing them to mere children’.  It is so easy for us to forget the 

gifts of God.  
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I stand before you today overflowing with gratitude. Gratitude to your 

bishop and the Cathedral priests for the invitation to speak to you today 

but mostly with gratitude for what the Catholic Church has done me and 

many like me in recent years. I was received into the full communion of the 

Catholic Church just three and a half years ago in response to Pope 

Benedict’s Apostolic Constitution Anglicanorum Coetibus which made 

provision for the setting up of a structure, rather like a diocese, to allow 

former Anglicans, who wished to enter the Catholic Church, to do so in 

groups with their clergy and to bring with them some of their traditions, 

liturgy, pastoral practice and spirituality which are consistent with the 

teachings of the Catholic Church.  Previously I had been an Anglican priest 

for 34 years and an Anglican bishop for 8 of those. Soon after my reception 

I was ordained a Catholic Priest and the then Pope appointed me as the first 

Ordinary, or person in charge, of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of 

Walsingham. 

I have come here today to do two things. Firstly talk to you briefly about 

the Ordinariate because we are conscious that many Catholics are not 

aware of or have misunderstandings about the it and secondly to ask you to 

support financially the work the Friends of the Ordinariate which is an 

independent charity set up to support the growth and development of the 

Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham. 

Obviously there is little time to explain fully this unique part of the Catholic 

Church.  Perhaps the most important thing to make clear is that the 

Ordinariate is just another expression of Catholicism.  We all adhere to the 

same faith expressed in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, one of the 

great of gifts of Saint John Paul II to the Church. We are all in communion 

with each other and with our Holy Father Pope Francis. We are at present 
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small in number, about 1500 former members of the Anglican Communion 

but we have 85 priests all former Anglican clergy and many of them 

married. The groups are quite thinly spread out over the country but our 

priests particularly are contributing to the wider Catholic Church by 

running or assisting in diocesan parishes- just as Fr Mawson does here in 

the Cathedral parish-as chaplains in schools, hospitals and prisons and in 

many other ways. They are priests like any other Catholic priests.  But what 

makes the Ordinariate special is that it is the first time in the history of the 

Church that such a gesture of communion has been made to Christians of 

another tradition in the West offering them a unique place within the life of 

the Church.   Pope Benedict described it as an prophetic gesture because it 

puts into concrete form the teaching of the second Vatican Council on 

ecumenism that that there can be unity of faith but diversity of expression 

and points forward with hope for possibilities for unity in the future.   

We have been invited not to leave our history and traditions behind but 

bring with us those things which are compatible with the Catholic faith as 

treasure we can share together. We already received so much from 

entering into the full communion of the Catholic Church:  its history, 

stability of Faith and teaching, its universality but hopefully as time goes on 

the wider Church will receive something however small from us.  The 

Vatican has already prepared occasional services and a rite for Mass which 

includes familiar elements of the Book of Common Prayer with its beautiful 

language which has been part of the British religious culture for over 400 

years now part of Catholic liturgy.   

You may ask why you should support this new structure.  Firstly, because it 

is part of the Catholic Church.  We have come with very few financial 

resources, many of the priests especially had to make great sacrifices to 
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follow their conscience so we depend on the wider Catholic community to 

help and support us in these early years as we find our feet.   

Secondly because the unity of Christ’s Church is a priority which Christ 

himself prayed for. Those of us who have become Catholics did so, not 

because we wanted to escape the Church of England, but because of that 

more important call to Catholic unity and we want to encourage others to 

do the same.  

Thirdly, because the Ordinariate has a particular historic and cultural link 

with a British expression of Christianity it can be a tool for evangelisation.  

We have people who have become Catholics through the Ordinariate who 

would not have found a pathway into communion with the See of Peter any 

other way.   

 To help us raise awareness in September we have organised a Day named 

‘Called to be One’ when our groups will invite people, Anglicans, Catholics  

or anyone interested to explore the particular mission the Ordinariate 

within the Catholic Church. 

But we still need help if we are to grow and flourish. There will be a second 

collection after Mass today.  If you are able, I hope you will consider making 

a contribution to help in our work and mission and if possible complete the 

form available at the back of the Cathedral so that we can gain a little more 

from the Inland Revenue. There are also leaflets at the back if you wish to 

support the Ordinariate on a more regular basis. 

 We have much to give thanks for, help us to play our part in the New 

Evangelisation and to further the cause of Christian Unity. 

 


