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Ordinariate Festival in Westminster 

Ordinariate members from across the country gathered in London as the Annual Ordinariate 

Festival returned to Westminster.  The central act of the Festival was a Sung Mass for the 

Feast of Our Lady of Walsingham in Westminster Cathedral on Saturday 23rd September.  

Mass was celebrated by Mgr Newton according to Divine Worship, the Missal provided by 

Pope Francis for use in the Ordinariates worldwide. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

The previous evening those pilgrims who had arrived early were addressed by the Bishop of 

Brentwood, the Rt. Rev. Alan Williams OM.  Bishop Williams spoke on evangelism, 

focusing on the post-resurrection encounters with Jesus.  He noted that people typically 

were always concluded with a sending out to witness. 

On the Saturday morning Ordinariate Priest Fr Ed Tomlinson spoke on the Ordinariate and 

the English Way.  Fr Tomlinson reminded the audience that in the Middle Ages the English 

Church was the jewel in the crown of Catholic Europe, renowned for its beauty and learning. 

Like a precious vase that had been smashed by the Reformation it needed to be carefully 

restored and Pope Benedict had founded the Ordinariate in order to bring important missing 

pieces back to the restoration process. 

The heart of the afternoon session was a talk by parish priest and Catholic columnist . Dr 

Alexander Lucie-Smith, with the title Preaching the Gospel in the Internet Age.  Dr Lucie-

Smith began by defending the importance of traditional preaching in the midst of the video 

and music of the computer age, but insisted that we cannot ignore the effect that the 

internet has had on the way that people think.  He highlighted the proliferation of opinion in 

a way that was unknown a generation ago when the commentariat  comprised a few 

hundred people at most and that the only access to the voice of the people was the letters 

column of local newspapers.  Today everyone has an opinion and can share it instantly. 



Dr Lucie-Smith reflected on the effect of the internet on the political scene spelling success 

for Bernie Sanders, Jeremy Corbyn and Donald Trump and doom for Hilary Clinton . He 

noted that the rising tide of populism, which can be left wing or right wing, has its parallels 

in the religious world  as Michael Gove said we have had enough of experts .  He further 

commented that in trawling the Catholic internet today the thing that you notice is that the 

voices are overwhelmingly in favour of tradition. The populism that has arisen is a populism 

that is in continuity with the feelings of Catholic people across the centuries. And it is the 

out of touch elite that wants change. It was the same in the age of Arius and Athanasius . 

In a second theme Dr Lucie-Smith raised his concerns over the effects of the widespread 

availability of pornography on the internet.  He felt that many in the church refused to accept 

that the use of pornography is near universal among boys and young men, despite the 

incontrovertible evidence of academic studies.  The pernicious effect of pornography on the 

development of (in particular) boys meant we were growing a generation unable to embark 

on a proper human relationship.  He called for an urgent, proper proclamation of the sixth 

commandment and a radical new approach to sex education, marriage preparation and 

education for chastity.  The question session after his talk showed that Dr Lucie-Smith had 

struck a chord with many of the priests present and their experience in the confessional. 

 

 

 

Note to editors. 

Recordings of the talks may be found on the Ordinariate website  

http://www.ordinariate.org.uk/news/OrdinariateNews.php?2017-Ordinariate-Annual-

Festival-458  



Dr Lucie-Smith answering 

questions after his talk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Animated discussion from the floor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conversations over lunch at the 

Westminster City School 


