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FOTO APPEAL BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL 
27th Sunday of the Year A 

Wine production is not a very big industry in England.  We produce here about 
2 million bottles of wine a year which is minute compared with the rest of 
world.  At present English wine is not that popular, probably because in the 
past it wasn’t very good.   
 
A man ordered a glass of wine in a pub and was asked if he would like to have 
a glass of the house wine produced from a vine in the pub conservatory.  He 
agreed and drank a little and was asked by the landlord what he thought.  He 
savoured the taste for a few moments and said ‘Doesn’t travel very well does 
it’. 
 
At present the sight of English vineyards is not very familiar.  Not so, of course, 
if you travel in the countries around the Mediterranean.  No wonder Jesus and 
the writers of the Old Testament before him often used images of Vines, 
Vineyards and wine to illustrate what they wanted to say. 
 
So when Jesus used the picture of the Vineyard, as he did in today’s parable, it 
would have been very familiar to those who heard him.  Elsewhere in the 
Gospels Jesus uses the image of vines in a different way.  In St John’s gospel he 
says ‘I am the vine and you are the branches’.  We are so familiar with St Paul’s 
image of the Church as the Body of Christ that we are in danger of ignoring this 
other beautiful image given to us by our Lord himself. It is an image I want to 
look at for a few moments this morning.   
 
I am grateful to Archbishop Bernard and the Dean for inviting me here this 
morning to speak to you about the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham – a 
new structure within the Catholic Church to make a way for groups of former 
Anglicans, who have longed prayed for unity with the Catholic Church, to enter 
into full communion with you as fellow Catholics but bringing with us some of 
our liturgical, pastoral and spiritual traditions, which are compatible with the 
faith of the Church, as a gift to be shared. Following an Apostolic Constitution 
published in 2009 an Ordinariate was established in England and Wales at the 
beginning of 2011 when I was ordained a Catholic Priest in Westminster 
Cathedral and made the Ordinary, the person in charge, by Pope Benedict XVI 
having been an Anglican priest for 35 years and a bishop for 9.   
 
We have now 86 priests, all former Anglican’s, serving 40 Ordinariate 
congregations of various sizes.  Our priests also serve in the wider Catholic 
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Church as parish clergy in diocesan parishes, and chaplains in hospitals, prisons 
and schools. We also have a community of Benedictine Sisters who live in 
MaryvaleOscott in this Archdiocese.  We have been given our own form of the 
liturgy which uses language and prayers from the English Book of Common 
Prayer which has nourished religious practice in England for over 400 years. 
This together with other aspects of our life is referred to as our patrimony. 
 
People sometimes ask me ‘what is special about it or why did you not become 
a Catholic in a diocese like everyone else and aren’t you making yourself 
separate ?separate?’.  An answer can be seen from that lovely image of the 
vine. In the Old Testament Isaiah refers to the People of God, Tthe House of 
Israel, as the vineyard.  In the New Testament it is Jesus himself who is the vine 
and his people part or it. Each of us was grafted on to that vine in baptism, 
through it we abide in him and he in us. The Church is joined to Jesus as 
branches are part of the vine. In Christian history some parts of that vine have 
broken off and the Church of Jesus Christ has been fragmented. But the 
teaching of the Church tells us that the authentic vine is found in concrete 
form in the Catholic Church though elements are to be found in other Christin 
communities. The ecumenical movement is not about Christians being nice to 
each- though they ought to be - but about restoring that unity for which Christ 
prayed and making it a visible reality so that the world may believe.  
 
Jesus is the vine and we are the branches. Those branches may have different 
shapes and sizes but they are all part of the same vine.  Within the universal 
Church, in communion with the Pope, there is much diversity. The Catholic 
Church already has a variety of branches in the 23 autonomous Eastern 
Catholic Churches such as the Greek  and Ukrainian Catholics, Melkites, 
Mariaonites, Syro Malabars to name a few. Sadly not well enough known by 
many Catholics 
 
In the Ordinariate one small part of the Western Church has been grafted back 
on to that vine. It has begun to put into practice for the first time in the  West 
the possibility of  unity with diversity of practice and tradition - Unity without 
losing identity. So that those things of lasting value that have nurtured the 
faith of former Anglicans in the pilgrimage that has led to full communion with 
the Catholic Church are preserved to enrich the Church as a whole.  It is a 
prototype model of a means to Catholic unity and has, in my opinion, immense 
implications for the ecumenical movement.  That is why Pope Benedict called it 
prophetic. It is both a product of the ecumenical conversations between 
Catholics and Anglicans over the last 45 years and a way of looking forward to 
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possibilities for greater unity in the future. So what is special - here we have 
the Catholic Church showing publicly that it can open its arms to embrace 
other traditions within it. 
 
Of course these are very early days. What is 3 years in the history of that 
Catholic Church.Church? We need to help people understand our mission 
better and we need help to grow and flourish. Many of our priests particularly 
have made great sacrifices to become Catholics. There will be a second 
collection after Mass today for the Friends of the Ordinariate, a group formed 
to support its work.  If you are able, I hope you will consider making a 
contribution to help in our work and mission and if possible complete the form 
available at the back of the Cathedral so that we can gain a little more from the 
Inland Revenue. There are also leaflets at the back if you wish to support the 
Ordinariate on a more regular basis. 
 
 Jesus said I am the vine you are the branches.  This a description of the Church 
which in many various manifestations shares the same divine life of Jesus 
Christ  so that together as one Church we can witness to the One faith in him. 
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