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DIVINE WORSHIP: DAILY OFFICE  

SUPPLEMENTARY TEXTS FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 

DECREE OF PUBLICATION FOR  
THE PERSONAL ORDINARIATE  

OF OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM  

In consultation with the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
Divine Worship: Daily Office (Commonwealth Edition) was approved for use 
in the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham on 24 June 2021. 

The same edition of the Divine Office provides that the Office of 
Tenebrae may be recited during the Sacred Paschal Triduum (General 
Introduction, n. 65) and that Evening Prayer on Easter Day may be sung 
according to the ancient order of the office, together with a solemn 
procession to the baptismal font (Divine Worship: Daily Office, 91). 

This present supplement provides for the recitation of these offices 
in the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham and may be used 
in the communities of the same Personal Ordinariate from 2 April 2023,             
Palm Sunday, the Second Sunday in Passiontide. 

Given on 25 March 2023, the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the 
Lord. 

REV. MGR KEITH NEWTON, PROT. AP. 
Ordinary  

REV. JAMES BRADLEY, J.C.D. 
Vice-Chancellor 
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION 

INTRODUCTION 

1. The Sacred Paschal Triduum is the summit of the liturgical year, in 
which the Paschal Mystery of Christ is celebrated anew as the fount 
from which all of the sacraments and sacramentals of the Christian 
Church draw their power and efficacy. 

2. The Divine Office is a necessary complement to the fullness of 
divine worship which is contained in the Eucharistic sacrifice, and 
the means by which each hour of the day is sanctified by the 
Church. In the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham, the 
Divine Office is carried out according to Divine Worship: Daily Office 

(Commonwealth Edition).  1

3. During the Sacred Paschal Triduum, Divine Worship: Daily Office  

(Commonwealth Edition) permits the substitution of Morning Prayer 
with the Office of Tenebrae. This supplement provides for the 
recitation of this Office using forms that have been maintained in 
the Anglican liturgical patrimony, nourishing the Catholic faith 
throughout the history of the Anglican tradition and prompting 
aspirations towards ecclesial unity. 

4. The recitation of the Office of Tenebrae fulfills the obligation of 
Morning Prayer for those clergy and members of Institutes of 
Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life of the Personal 
Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham who are bound by the 
recitation of the Divine Office.  If the full Office of Tenebrae is 2

deemed too burdensome on account of its length, it may be 
abbreviated with the first nocturn and Lauds alone recited. 

5. The Office of Tenebrae is optional, and where it is so desired the 
usual pattern of Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer may continue 
during the days of Triduum. 

6. It is desirable that at least some part of the Divine Office be recited 
with the participation of the lay faithful, especially during the 
Sacred Paschal Triduum. Wherever possible, pastors of souls are to 
coordinate the public recitation of the Divine Office during these 

 Benedict XVI, apostolic constitution Anglicanorum cœtibus, 4 November 2009, III.1

 CIC Can. 276 §2.2
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days with the involvement of other clergy, in order that the Office 
may be celebrated worthily and well.  

7. It is recommended that there be a communal celebration of the 
Divine Office at least on Good Friday and Holy Saturday morning. 
This may take the form of Morning Prayer from Divine Worship: 

Daily Office or this Office of Tenebrae. In addition, A Liturgy of the 

Word for Holy Saturday is provided in Divine Worship: The Missal. It is 
fitting that the Ordinary should celebrate this Office in the Principal 
Church, with as far as possible the participation of the clergy and 
people.  3

8. The Office of Tenebrae is, wherever possible, to be sung. The 
chanting of the Divine Office gives it a more noble form and is a 
worthy part of the Anglican liturgical patrimony. In particular the 
public and sung recitation of the Divine Office during the Sacred 
Paschal Triduum offers the faithful a greater opportunity to join 
their hearts and lives to the Paschal Mystery of Christ, our Redeemer 
and Lord.  4

9. The Office of Tenebrae is to be recited at the usual time for Morning 
Prayer. It is not to be anticipated on the previous evening, except 
where this offers some special pastoral advantage such as the 
participation of a greater number of the lay faithful or clergy, or 
where the Chrism Mass is celebrated on Maundy Thursday. 

PARTICULAR INDICATIONS FOR THE OFFICE 

10. Before the Office begins an uncovered lectern may be placed in the 
centre of the quire, facing the altar, for the chanting of the Lessons. 
Alternatively the ambo may be used for the Lessons. If a member of 
the choir is to sing a Lesson, this is done from the place appointed 
for the choir and not from the lectern or ambo. 

11. The six altar candles are to be lit before the Office. The candles used 
in Tenebrae are customarily of unbleached wax, and the altar Cross, 
when it is used, is veiled as in Passiontide. 

12. Similar candles are lit before the Office on the epistle side of the 
quire. These are arranged on a candelabra or hearse designated for 
this purpose. According to the English tradition, twenty-four candles 

 Cf. Congregation for Divine Worship, Circular Letter concerning the Preparation and 3

Celebration of the Easter Feasts (Prot. N. 120/88), 20 February 1988, n. 40.

 Cf. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, instruction Musicam Sacram, 5 March 1967, 4

n. 37.
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are lit, one candle being extinguished at the start of each Antiphon 
and each Respond. In other places fifteen candles are lit, one being 
extinguished after each Psalm. 

13. Clergy who assist at Tenebrae are to wear choir dress, without stoles. 
The Officiant, Deacons, and other assisting ministers do not wear a 
cope or other vestments at this Office. 

14. The Office begins without the usual Versicles and Responses. Glory 

be is omitted at the conclusion of every Psalm and Canticle in the 
Office during the Triduum. There is no Office Hymn at Tenebrae, 
and no Hymn, Anthem, or Motet is to be sung. Incense is not used, 
even during the recitation of the Benedictus. 

15. The Antiphons, Psalms, Canticles, Responds and other texts may be 
intoned by two cantors appointed for this purpose, who assist from 
within the quire itself.  

16. The translation of the scriptural Lessons provided here conform to 
musical settings of the passages common to the Anglican liturgical 
patrimony. The appropriate scriptural texts may alternatively be 
taken from the Revised Standard Version (Second Catholic Edition). 

17. Conscious of the treasury of liturgical music associated with this 
Office, where there is divergence from the translation provided in a 
particular musical setting, this setting may be used in the Office 
provided it is in fact a setting of the same text. 

18. On Maundy Thursday, the Cross on the altar is veiled in violet as in 
Passiontide, and the altar frontal at this Office is also violet. The 
tabernacle stands empty during the Sacred Paschal Triduum, and the 
Blessed Sacrament is therefore removed before the Office of 
Tenebrae is said.  The ministers and others in the quire make a 5

profound bow to the altar. 

19. On Good Friday, the altar is without Cross or frontal. The six 
candlesticks are placed there only for the Office, and removed 
afterwards. The ministers and others in the quire make a profound 
bow to the altar. 

20. On Holy Saturday, the altar is adorned with the unveiled Cross used 
in the Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord on Good Friday, the six 
candlesticks, but no frontal or cloths. The ministers and others in 
the quire make a genuflection to the unveiled Cross during the 
Office of this day. 

 Cf. Divine Worship: The Missal, The Mass of the Lord’s Supper.5
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MATTINS OF MAUNDY THURSDAY 

NOCTURN I 

All stand for the start of the Office, which begins with the first Antiphon. After the 
Psalm has begun, all sit. 

PSALM 69   Salvum me fac. 

Ant. The zeal of thine house * hath even eaten me, and the rebukes of 
them that rebuked thee are fallen upon me. 

SAVE me, O God : 
for the waters are come in, even unto my soul.  

2. I stick fast in the deep mire, where no ground is :  
I am come into deep waters, so that the floods run over me.  

3. I am weary of crying; my throat is dry :  
my sight faileth me for waiting so long upon my God.  

4. They that hate me without a cause are more  
     than the hairs of my head :  
they that are mine enemies, and would destroy me guiltless,  
     are mighty.  

5. I paid them the things that I never took :  
God, thou knowest my simpleness,  
     and my faults are not hid from thee.  

6. Let not them that trust in thee, O Lord God of hosts,  
     be ashamed for my cause :  
let not those that seek thee be confounded through me,  
     O Lord God of Israel.  

7. And why? for thy sake have I suffered reproof :  
shame hath covered my face.  

8. I am become a stranger unto my brethren :  
even an alien unto my mother’s children.  

9. For the zeal of thine house hath even eaten me :  
and the rebukes of them that rebuked thee are fallen upon me.  

10. I wept, and chastened myself with fasting :  
and that was turned to my reproof.  

11. I put on sackcloth also :  
and they jested upon me.  

12. They that sit in the gate speak against me :  
and the drunkards make songs upon me.  
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13. But, Lord, I make my prayer unto thee :  
in an acceptable time.  

14. Hear me, O God, in the multitude of thy mercy : 
even in the truth of thy salvation.  

15. Take me out of the mire, that I sink not :  
O let me be delivered from them that hate me,  
     and out of the deep waters.  

16. Let not the water-flood drown me,  
     neither let the deep swallow me up :  
and let not the pit shut her mouth upon me.  

17. Hear me, O Lord, for thy loving-kindness is comfortable :  
turn thee unto me according to the multitude of thy mercies.  

18. And hide not thy face from thy servant, for I am in trouble :  
O haste thee, and hear me.  

19. Draw nigh unto my soul, and save it :  
O deliver me, because of mine enemies.  

20. Thou hast known my reproof, my shame, and my dishonour :  
mine adversaries are all in thy sight.  

21. Thy rebuke hath broken my heart; I am full of heaviness :  
I looked for some to have pity on me, but there was no man, 
     neither found I any to comfort me.  

22. They gave me gall to eat :  
and when I was thirsty they gave me vinegar to drink.  

23. Let their table be made a snare to take themselves withal :  
and let the things that should have been for their wealth  
     be unto them an occasion of falling.  

24. Let their eyes be blinded, that they see not :  
and ever bow thou down their backs.  

25. Pour out thine indignation upon them :  
and let thy wrathful displeasure take hold of them.  

26. Let their habitation be void :  
and no man to dwell in their tents.  

27. For they persecute him whom thou hast smitten :  
and they talk how they may vex them whom thou hast wounded.  

28. Let them fall from one wickedness to another :  
and not come into thy righteousness.  

29. Let them be wiped out of the book of the living :  
and not be written among the righteous.  
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30. As for me, when I am poor and in heaviness :  
thy help, O God, shall lift me up.  

31. I will praise the Name of God with a song :  
and magnify it with thanksgiving.  

32. This also shall please the Lord :  
better than a bullock that hath horns and hoofs.  

33. The humble shall consider this, and be glad :  
seek ye after God, and your soul shall live.  

34. For the Lord heareth the poor :  
and despiseth not his prisoners.  

35. Let heaven and earth praise him :  
the sea, and all that moveth therein.  

36. For God will save Sion, and build the cities of Judah :  
that men may dwell there, and have it in possession.  

37. The posterity also of his servants shall inherit it :  
and they that love his Name shall dwell therein.  

Ant. The zeal of thine house hath even eaten me, and the rebukes of 
them that rebuked thee are fallen upon me. 

PSALM 70   Deus in adjutorium. 

Ant. Let them be turned backward, * and put to confusion, that seek to 
do me evil. 

HASTE thee, O God, to deliver me :  
make haste to help me, O Lord.     

2. Let them be ashamed and confounded that seek after my soul :  
let them be turned backward  
     and put to confusion that wish me evil.  

3. Let them for their reward be soon brought to shame :  
that cry over me, There, there.  

4. But let all those that seek thee be joyful and glad in thee :  
and let all such as delight in thy salvation say alway,  
     The Lord be praised.  

5. As for me, I am poor and in misery :  
haste thee unto me, O God.  

6. Thou art my helper and my redeemer :  
O Lord, make no long tarrying.  

Ant. Let them be turned backward, and put to confusion, that seek to do 
me evil. 
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PSALM 71   In te, Domine, speravi. 

Ant. Deliver me, * O my God, from the hand of the ungodly. 

IN thee, O Lord, have I put my trust,  
  let me never be put to confusion :  
but rid me, and deliver me in thy righteousness;  
      incline thine ear unto me, and save me. 

2. Be thou my strong hold, whereunto I may alway resort :  
thou hast promised to help me,  
     for thou art my house of defence, and my castle.  

3. Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of the ungodly :  
out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man.  

4. For thou, O Lord God, art the thing that I long for :  
thou art my hope, even from my youth.  

5. Through thee have I been holden up ever since I was born :  
thou art he that took me out of my mother’s womb;  
     my praise shall be always of thee.  

6. I am become as it were a monster unto many :  
but my sure trust is in thee.  

7. O let my mouth be filled with thy praise :  
that I may sing of thy glory and honour all the day long.  

8. Cast me not away in the time of age :  
forsake me not when my strength faileth me.  

9. For mine enemies speak against me, and they that lay wait  
     for my soul take their counsel together, saying :  
God hath forsaken him; persecute him, and take him,  
     for there is none to deliver him.  

10. Go not far from me, O God :  
my God, haste thee to help me.  

11. Let them be confounded and perish that are against my soul :  
let them be covered with shame and dishonour  
     that seek to do me evil.  

12. As for me, I will patiently abide alway :  
and will praise thee more and more.  

13. My mouth shall daily speak of thy righteousness and salvation :  
for I know no end thereof.  

14. I will go forth in the strength of the Lord God :  
and will make mention of thy righteousness only.  
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15. Thou, O God, hast taught me from my youth up until now :  
therefore will I tell of thy wondrous works.  

16. Forsake me not, O God, in mine old age, when I am gray-headed :  
until I have shewed thy strength unto this generation,  
     and thy power to all them that are yet for to come.  

17. Thy righteousness, O God, is very high :  
and great things are they that thou hast done;  
     O God, who is like unto thee?  

18. O what great troubles and adversities hast thou shewed me,  
     and yet didst thou turn and refresh me :  
yea, and broughtest me from the deep of the earth again.  

19. Thou hast brought me to great honour :  
and comforted me on every side.  

20. Therefore will I praise thee and thy faithfulness, O God,  
     playing upon an instrument of music :  
unto thee will I sing upon the harp, O thou Holy One of Israel.  

21. My lips will be fain when I sing unto thee :  
and so will my soul whom thou hast delivered.  

22. My tongue also shall talk of thy righteousness all the day long : 
for they are confounded and brought unto shame  
     that seek to do me evil.  

Ant. Deliver me, O my God, from the hand of the ungodly.  

All stand as the following Versicle and Response is said. 

V.   Arise, O Lord. 
R.   And maintain my cause. 

Silence is kept, during which the Lord’s Prayer and Hail Mary are said in silence 
and privately. After this all sit for the Lamentations of Jeremiah. These Lessons are 
read without introduction or conclusion at Tenebrae of each day of the Sacred 
Paschal Triduum. It is especially appropriate that on these most solemn days of 
the year the Lessons are sung according to the customary chants. 

Lesson I            Lam. 1:1-2 

Aleph. How doth the city sit solitary, that was full of people: how is she 
become as a widow, she that was great among the nations, and princess 
among the provinces, how is she become tributary! Beth. She weepeth 
sore in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks: among all her lovers 
she hath none to comfort her. All her friends have dealt treacherously 
with her: they are become her enemies. Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to 
the Lord thy God. 
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Respond I                  In monte Oliveti 

Upon the mount of Olives I prayed to the Father: Father, if it be possible, 
cause this cup to pass from me: the spirit truly is willing, but the flesh is 
weak: Thy will be done. V. Nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt.    
R. Thy will be done. 

Lesson II            Lam. 1:3-5 

Ghimel. Judah is gone into captivity because of affliction, and because of 
great servitude: she dwelleth among the heathen, she findeth no rest. All 
her persecutors overtook her between the straits. Daleth. The ways of Sion 
do mourn, because none come to the solemn feasts: all her gates are 
desolate; her priests sigh, her virgins are afflicted, and she is in bitterness. 
He. Her adversaries are the chief, her enemies prosper; for the Lord hath 
afflicted her for the multitude of her transgressions. Her children are 
gone into captivity before the enemy. Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the 
Lord thy God. 

Respond II              Tristis est 

My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death; tarry ye here, and watch 
with me: now shall ye behold a multitude, which will throng about me: 
Ye will flee, and forsake me, and I shall go hence to be offered for you. V. 
Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the 
hands of sinners. R. Ye will flee, and forsake me, and I shall go hence to 
be offered for you. 

Lesson III              Lam. 1:6-9 

Vaw. From the daughter of Zion all her beauty is departed: her princes are 
become like harts that find no pasture, and they are gone without 
strength before the pursuer. Zayin. Jerusalem remembered in the days of 
her affliction and of her miseries, all her pleasant things that she had in 
the days of old; when her people fell into the hand of the enemy, and 
none did help her. The adversaries saw her, and did mock at her sabbaths. 
Heth. Jerusalem hath grievously sinned: therefore she is removed. All that 
honoured her despise her, because they have seen her nakedness: yea, she 
sigheth, and turneth backward. Teth. Her filthiness is in her skirts; she 
remembereth not her last end: therefore she came down wonderfully; she 
had no comforter. O Lord, behold my affliction: for the enemy hath 
magnified himself. Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord thy God. 

Respond III                      Ecce vidimus 

Behold, we have seen him, and lo, he hath no form nor comeliness, nor 
aught of beauty, that we should desire him: he hath borne our sins and 
offences, and for us he grieveth: howbeit, he was wounded for our 
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iniquities, And with his stripes we are healed. V. Surely he hath borne our 
sicknesses, and carried our sorrows. R. And with his stripes we are healed. 
Behold, we have seen him, and lo, he hath no form nor comeliness, nor 
aught of beauty, that we should desire him: he hath borne our sins and 
offences, and for us he grieveth: howbeit, he was wounded for our 
iniquities, And with his stripes we are healed. 

NOCTURN II 

PSALM 72   Deus, judicium. 

Ant. The Lord * shall deliver the poor when he crieth: the needy also, and 
him that hath no helper. 

GIVE the King thy judgements, O God : 
and thy righteousness unto the King’s son.  

2. Then shall he judge thy people according unto right :  
and defend the poor.  

3. The mountains also shall bring peace :  
and the little hills righteousness unto the people.  

4. He shall keep the simple folk by their right :  
defend the children of the poor, and punish the wrongdoer.  

5. They shall fear thee, as long as the sun and moon endureth :  
from one generation to another.  

6. He shall come down like the rain into a fleece of wool :  
even as the drops that water the earth.  

7. In his time shall the righteous flourish :  
yea, and abundance of peace, so long as the moon endureth.  

8. His dominion shall be also from the one sea to the other :  
and from the flood unto the world’s end.  

9. They that dwell in the wilderness shall kneel before him :  
his enemies shall lick the dust.  

10. The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents :  
the kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts.  

11. All kings shall fall down before him :  
all nations shall do him service.  

12. For he shall deliver the poor when he crieth :  
the needy also, and him that hath no helper.  

13. He shall be favourable to the simple and needy :  
and shall preserve the souls of the poor.  

17



14. He shall deliver their souls from falsehood and wrong :  
and dear shall their blood be in his sight.  

15. He shall live, and unto him shall be given of the gold of Arabia : 
prayer shall be made ever unto him, and daily shall he be praised.  

16. There shall be an heap of corn in the earth, high upon the hills : his 
fruit shall shake like Libanus, 
     and shall be green in the city like grass upon the earth.  

17. His Name shall endure for ever;  
     his Name shall remain under the sun among the posterities : 
which shall be blessed through him;  
     and all the heathen shall praise him.  

18. Blessed be the Lord God, even the God of Israel :  
which only doeth wondrous things;  

19. And blessed be the Name of his Majesty for ever :  
and all the earth shall be filled with his Majesty. Amen, Amen.  

Ant. The Lord shall deliver the poor when he crieth: the needy also, and 
him that hath no helper. 

PSALM 73   Quam bonus Israel. 

Ant. They imagine wickedness, * and speak of wicked blasphemy: their 
talking is against the most Highest. 

TRULY God is loving unto Israel : 
even unto such as are of a clean heart.  

2. Nevertheless, my feet were almost gone :  
my treadings had well-nigh slipt.  

3. And why? I was grieved at the wicked :  
I do also see the ungodly in such prosperity.  

4. For they are in no peril of death :  
but are lusty and strong.  

5. They come in no misfortune like other folk :  
neither are they plagued like other men.  

6. And this is the cause that they are so holden with pride :  
and overwhelmed with cruelty.  

7. Their eyes swell with fatness :  
and they do even what they lust.  

8. They corrupt other, and speak of wicked blasphemy :  
their talking is against the most High.  
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9. For they stretch forth their mouth unto the heaven :  
and their tongue goeth through the world.  

10. Therefore fall the people unto them :  
and thereout suck they no small advantage.  

11. Tush, say they, how should God perceive it :  
is there knowledge in the most High?  

12. Lo, these are the ungodly, these prosper in the world,  
     and these have riches in possession :  
and I said, Then have I cleansed my heart in vain,  
     and washed mine hands in innocency.  

13. All the day long have I been punished :  
and chastened every morning.  

14. Yea, and I had almost said even as they :  
but lo, then I should have condemned  
     the generation of thy children.  

15. Then thought I to understand this :  
but it was too hard for me,  

16. Until I went into the sanctuary of God :  
then understood I the end of these men;  

17. Namely, how thou dost set them in slippery places :  
and castest them down, and destroyest them.  

18. Oh, how suddenly do they consume :  
perish, and come to a fearful end!  

19. Yea, even like as a dream when one awaketh :  
so shalt thou make their image to vanish out of the city.  

20. Thus my heart was grieved :  
and it went even through my reins.  

21. So foolish was I, and ignorant : 
even as it were a beast before thee.  

22. Nevertheless, I am alway by thee :  
for thou hast holden me by my right hand.  

23. Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel :  
and after that receive me with glory.  

24. Whom have I in heaven but thee :  
and there is none upon earth that I desire in comparison of thee.  

25. My flesh and my heart faileth :  
but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever.  
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26. For lo, they that forsake thee shall perish :  
thou hast destroyed all them that commit fornication  
     against thee.  

27. But it is good for me to hold me fast by God,  
     to put my trust in the Lord God :  
and to speak of all thy works in the gates of the daughter of Sion.  

Ant. They imagine wickedness, and speak of wicked blasphemy: their 
talking is against the most Highest. 

PSALM 74   Ut quid, Deus? 

Ant. Arise, O Lord, * and maintain my cause. 

OGOD, wherefore art thou absent from us so long : 
why is thy wrath so hot against the sheep of thy pasture?  

2. O think upon thy congregation :  
whom thou hast purchased, and redeemed of old.  

3. Think upon the tribe of thine inheritance :  
and mount Sion, wherein thou hast dwelt.  

4. Lift up thy feet, that thou mayest utterly destroy every enemy :  
which hath done evil in thy sanctuary.  

5. Thine adversaries roar in the midst of thy congregations :  
and set up their banners for tokens.  

6. He that hewed timber afore out of the thick trees :  
was known to bring it to an excellent work.  

7. But now they break down all the carved work thereof :  
with axes and hammers.  

8. They have set fire upon thy holy places :  
and have defiled the dwelling-place of thy Name,  
     even unto the ground.  

9. Yea, they said in their hearts,  
     Let us make havock of them altogether :  
thus have they burnt up all the houses of God in the land.  

10. We see not our tokens, there is not one prophet more :  
no, not one is there among us, that understandeth any more.  

11. O God, how long shall the adversary do this dishonour :  
how long shall the enemy blaspheme thy Name, for ever?  

12. Why withdrawest thou thy hand :  
why pluckest thou not thy right hand out of thy bosom  
     to consume the enemy?  
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13. For God is my King of old :  
the help that is done upon earth he doeth it himself.  

14. Thou didst divide the sea through thy power :  
thou brakest the heads of the dragons in the waters.  

15. Thou smotest the heads of Leviathan in pieces :  
and gavest him to be meat for the people in the wilderness.  

16. Thou broughtest out fountains and waters out of the hard rocks :  
thou driedst up mighty waters.  

17. The day is thine, and the night is thine :  
thou hast prepared the light and the sun.  

18. Thou hast set all the borders of the earth :  
thou hast made summer and winter.  

19. Remember this, O Lord, how the enemy hath rebuked :  
and how the foolish people hath blasphemed thy Name.  

20. O deliver not the soul of thy turtle-dove  
     unto the multitude of the enemies :  
and forget not the congregation of the poor for ever.  

21. Look upon the covenant :  
for all the earth is full of darkness and cruel habitations.  

22. O let not the simple go away ashamed :  
but let the poor and needy give praise unto thy Name.  

23. Arise, O God, maintain thine own cause :  
remember how the foolish man blasphemeth thee daily.  

24. Forget not the voice of thine enemies :  
the presumption of them that hate thee increaseth  
     ever more and more.  

Ant. Arise, O Lord, and maintain my cause. 

All stand as the following Versicle and Response is said. 

V.   Deliver my soul, O Lord. 
R.   From the hand of the ungodly. 

Silence is kept, during which the Lord’s Prayer and Hail Mary are said in silence 
and privately. After this all sit for the Lessons that follow, which are read or sung 
without any introduction or conclusion. 

Lesson IV                                Exposition of Saint Augustine on Psalm 64 

Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer: preserve my life from fear of the enemy. 
Ye know, holy and beloved brethren, that your Lord Jesus Christ is your 
Head, and that all they which cleave unto him are members of that Head. 
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And it is his voice which ye hear, and that most plainly, inasmuch as it 
proceedeth not from the Head only, but from the whole Body. Wherefore 
let us also say: Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer: preserve my life from fear 

of the enemy. The enemy raged furiously against the martyrs. What said 
that voice of the Body of Christ? It pleaded that they might be delivered 
from their enemies; that the enemy might have no power to slay them. 

Respond IV                Unus ex discipulis 

One of my disciples shall this day betray me: Woe to that man by whom I 
am betrayed: Good were it for that man if he had never been born. V. He 
that dippeth his hand with me in the dish, the same shall betray me into 
the hands of sinners. R. Good were it for that man if he had never been 
born. 

Lesson V                               Exposition of Saint Augustine on Psalm 64 

Suppose ye that because they were slain, therefore they were not heard? 
Hath the Lord ever forsaken his servants that be of a contrite heart? Or 
hath he ever despised them that put their trust in him? God forbid! Yea, 
they were heard, and yet they were slain: notwithstanding they were 
delivered from their enemies. This, then, is the martyr’s prayer: Preserve 

my life from the fear of the enemy; not that the enemy should have no 
power to slay me, but that I should not fear the enemy that slayeth. 
Preserve me from fear of the enemy, and keep my in thy fear. Let me not 
fear him that killeth the body, but rather let me fear him which is able to 
destroy both body and soul in hell; yea, I say, let me fear him. For I desire 
not that I may be without fear, but that, being preserved from fear of the 
enemy, I may, with fear, become the servant of God. 

Respond V                         Iudas mercator 

Judas, most evil trafficker, sought to betray the Lord with a kiss: he, as an 
innocent lamb, refused not the kiss of Judas: For thirty pieces of silver he 
betrayed Christ to the Jews. V. Drunken with the poison of covetousness, 
while thirsting for gain, he drew near to his doom. R. For thirty pieces of 
silver he betrayed Christ to the Jews. 

Lesson VI                               Exposition of Saint Augustine on Psalm 64 

Thou hast hidden me, O God, from the gathering together of the froward, and 

from the insurrection of wicked doers. Now let us contemplate our Head 
himself. Many martyrs have suffered such things, but none shineth with 
such glory as the Head of the martyrs: in him we best perceive what they 
endured. He was hidden from the insurrection of the froward; for God 
hid himself. He, the Very Son made man, hid his own Flesh; for he is Son 
of man and Son of God; Son of God, being in the form of God; Son of 
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man, being in the form of a servant, having power to lay down his life, 
and having power to take it again. 

Respond VI            Quid dormitis 

Wherefore sleep ye? Could ye not watch for one hour with me, ye who 
were in readiness to die for me? See ye not Judas yonder, how he sleepeth 
not, but hasteth to betray me unto the Jews? V. Sleep on now, and take 
your rest: lo, he that doth betray me is at hand. R. See ye not Judas 
yonder, how he sleepeth not, but hasteth to betray me unto the Jews? 
Wherefore sleep ye? Could ye not watch for one hour with me, ye who 
were in readiness to die for me? See ye not Judas yonder, how he sleepeth 
not, but hasteth to betray me unto the Jews?  

NOCTURN III 

PSALM 75   Confitebimur tibi. 

Ant. I said to the wicked, * Deal not so madly: speak not unrighteously 
against the Lord. 

UNTO thee, O God, do we give thanks :  
yea, unto thee do we give thanks.  

2. Thy Name also is so nigh :  
and that do thy wondrous works declare.  

3. When I receive the congregation :  
I shall judge according unto right.  

4. The earth is weak, and all the inhabiters thereof :  
I bear up the pillars of it.  

5. I said unto the fools, Deal not so madly :  
and to the ungodly, Set not up your horn.  

6. Set not up your horn on high :  
and speak not with a stiff neck.  

7. For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west :  
nor yet from the south.  

8. And why? God is the Judge :  
he putteth down one, and setteth up another.  

9. For in the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and the wine is red :  
it is full mixed, and he poureth out of the same.  

10. As for the dregs thereof :  
all the ungodly of the earth shall drink them, and suck them out.  

11. But I will talk of the God of Jacob :  
and praise him for ever.  
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12. All the horns of the ungodly also will I break :  
and the horns of the righteous shall be exalted.  

Ant. I said to the wicked, Deal not so madly: speak not unrighteously 
against the Lord. 

PSALM 76   Notus in Judaea. 

Ant. The earth trembled, * and was still, when God arose to judgement. 

IN Jewry is God known : 
his Name is great in Israel.  

2. At Salem is his tabernacle :  
and his dwelling in Sion.  

3. There brake he the arrows of the bow :  
the shield, the sword, and the battle.  

4. Thou art of more honour and might :  
than the hills of the robbers.  

5. The proud are robbed, they have slept their sleep :  
and all the men whose hands were mighty have found nothing.  

6. At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob :  
both the chariot and horse are fallen.  

7. Thou, even thou art to be feared :  
and who may stand in thy sight when thou art angry?  

8. Thou didst cause thy judgement to be heard from heaven :  
the earth trembled, and was still, 

9. When God arose to judgement :  
and to help all the meek upon earth.  

10. The fierceness of man shall turn to thy praise :  
and the fierceness of them shalt thou refrain.  

11. Promise unto the Lord your God, and keep it,  
     all ye that are round about him :  
bring presents unto him that ought to be feared.  

12. He shall refrain the spirit of princes :  
and is wonderful among the kings of the earth.  

Ant. The earth trembled, and was still, when God arose to judgement. 
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PSALM 77   Voce mea ad Dominum. 

Ant. In the time * of my tribulation, I stretched out my hands unto the 
Lord. 

I WILL cry unto God with my voice : 
even unto God will I cry with my voice,  
     and he shall hearken unto me.  

2. In the time of my trouble I sought the Lord :  
my sore ran, and ceased not in the night-season;  
     my soul refused comfort.  

3. When I am in heaviness, I will think upon God :  
when my heart is vexed, I will complain.  

4. Thou holdest mine eyes waking :  
I am so feeble, that I cannot speak.  

5. I have considered the days of old :  
and the years that are past.  

6. I call to remembrance my song :  
and in the night I commune with mine own heart,  
     and search out my spirits.  

7. Will the Lord absent himself for ever :  
and will he be no more intreated? 

8. Is his mercy clean gone for ever :  
and is his promise come utterly to an end for evermore?  

9. Hath God forgotten to be gracious :  
and will he shut up his loving- kindness in displeasure?  

10. And I said, It is mine own infirmity :  
but I will remember the years of the right hand  
     of the most Highest.  

11. I will remember the works of the Lord :  
and call to mind thy wonders of old time.  

12. I will think also of all thy works :  
and my talking shall be of thy doings.  

13. Thy way, O God, is holy :  
who is so great a God as our God?  

14. Thou art the God that doeth wonders :  
and hast declared thy power among the people.  

15. Thou hast mightily delivered thy people :  
even the sons of Jacob and Joseph.  
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16. The waters saw thee, O God, the waters saw thee, and were afraid :  
the depths also were troubled.  

17. The clouds poured out water, the air thundered :  
and thine arrows went abroad.  

18. The voice of thy thunder was heard round about :  
the lightnings shone upon the ground;  
     the earth was moved, and shook withal.  

19. Thy way is in the sea, and thy paths in the great waters :  
and thy footsteps are not known.  

20. Thou leddest thy people like sheep :  
by the hand of Moses and Aaron.  

Ant. In the time of my tribulation, I stretched out my hands unto the 
Lord. 

All stand as the following Versicle and Response is said. 

V.   Mine own familiar friend. 
R.   Hath lifted up his heel against me. 

Silence is kept, during which the Lord’s Prayer and Hail Mary are said in silence 
and privately. After this all sit for the Lessons that follow, which are read or sung 
without any introduction or conclusion. 

Lesson VII                  1 Cor. 11:20-22 

Brethren, when ye come together into one place, this is not to eat the 
Lord’s supper. For in eating every one taketh before other his own supper: 
and one is hungry, and another is drunken. What? have ye not houses to 
eat and to drink in? or despise ye the Church of God, and shame them 
that have not? What shall I say to you? shall I praise you in this? I praise 
you not. 

Respond VII                    Seniores populi 

The elders of the people consulted together, that they might take him by 
subtlety, and put him to death: They went out against him with swords 
and staves, as against a robber. V. They conceived falsehood within 
themselves, and straightway went forth. R. They went out against him 
with swords and staves, as against a robber.  

Lesson VIII                    1 Cor. 11:23-26 

For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, that 
the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread, and 
when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said: Take, eat: this is my 
body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. After the 
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same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying: This cup 
is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in 
remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do show the Lord’s death, till he come. 

Respond VIII                    O Juda 

O Judas, who hast wholly turned from peaceable counsels, and taken 
counsel in secret with the Jews: thou selledst the righteous blood for 
thirty pieces of silver, And gavest a kiss, the sign of friendship, having 
enmity within thine heart. V. Thou hast let thy mouth speak wickedness, 
and with thy tongue thou hast set forth deceit. R. And gavest a kiss, the 
sign of friendship, having enmity within thine heart. 

Lesson IX                    1 Cor. 11:27-32  

Wherefore, whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the 
Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But 
let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of 
that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh 
damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. For this cause 
many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. For if we would 
judge ourselves, we should not be judged. But when we are judged, we are 
chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world. 

Respond IX                  Revelabunt cæli 

The heavens shall discover the iniquity of Judas, and the earth shall arise 
in judgement against him: and his evil doing shall be revealed in the day 
of the Lord’s anger, Together with them which said to the Lord God: 
Depart thou from among us; we seek not to come to the knowledge of 
thy ways. V. He shall be reserved unto the day of destruction, and shall be 
brought forth to the day of vengeance. R. Together with them which said 
to the Lord God: Depart thou from among us; we seek not to come to the 
knowledge of thy ways. The heavens shall discover the iniquity of Judas, 
and the earth shall arise in judgement against him: and his evil doing 
shall be revealed in the day of the Lord’s anger, Together with them 
which said to the Lord God: Depart thou from among us: we seek not to 
come to the knowledge of thy ways. 
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LAUDS OF MAUNDY THURSDAY 

All stand for the start of Lauds, which begins with the first Antiphon. After the 
Psalm has begun, all sit. 

PSALM 51   Miserere mei, Deus. 

Ant. Mayest thou * be justified, O Lord, in thy saying, and clear when 
thou art judged. 

HAVE mercy upon me, O God, after thy great goodness :  
according to the multitude of thy mercies  
     do away mine offences.  

2. Wash me throughly from my wickedness :  
and cleanse me from my sin.  

3. For I acknowledge my faults :  
and my sin is ever before me.  

4. Against thee only have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight : 
that thou mightest be justified in thy saying,  
     and clear when thou art judged.  

5. Behold, I was shapen in wickedness :  
and in sin hath my mother conceived me.  

6. But lo, thou requirest truth in the inward parts :  
and shalt make me to understand wisdom secretly.  

7. Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean :  
thou shalt wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  

8. Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness :  
that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.  

9. Turn thy face from my sins :  
and put out all my misdeeds.  

10. Make me a clean heart, O God :  
and renew a right spirit within me.  

11. Cast me not away from thy presence :  
and take not thy holy Spirit from me.  

12. O give me the comfort of thy help again :  
and stablish me with thy free Spirit.  

13. Then shall I teach thy ways unto the wicked :  
and sinners shall be converted unto thee.  

14. Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God,  
     thou that art the God of my health :  
and my tongue shall sing of thy righteousness.  
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15. Thou shalt open my lips, O Lord :  
and my mouth shall show thy praise.  

16. For thou desirest no sacrifice, else would I give it thee :  
but thou delightest not in burnt-offerings.  

17. The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit :  
a broken and contrite heart, O God, shalt thou not despise.  

18. O be favourable and gracious unto Sion :  
build thou the walls of Jerusalem.  

19. Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifice of righteousness,       
     with the burnt-offerings and oblations :  
then shall they offer young bullocks upon thine altar.  

Ant. Mayest thou be justified, O Lord, in thy saying, and clear when thou 
art judged.  

PSALM 90   Domine, refugium 

Ant. The Lord, * as a lamb, is led to the slaughter: and he opened not his 
mouth. 

L ORD, thou hast been our refuge :  
from one generation to another.  

2. Before the mountains were brought forth,  
     or ever the earth and the world were made :  
thou art God from everlasting, and world without end.  

3. Thou turnest man to destruction :  
again thou sayest, Come again, ye children of men.  

4. For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday :  
seeing that is past as a watch in the night.  

5. As soon as thou scatterest them they are even as a sleep :  
and fade away suddenly like the grass.  

6. In the morning it is green, and groweth up :  
but in the evening it is cut down, dried up, and withered.  

7. For we consume away in thy displeasure :  
and are afraid at thy wrathful indignation.  

8. Thou hast set our misdeeds before thee :  
and our secret sins in the light of thy countenance.  

9. For when thou art angry all our days are gone :  
we bring our years to an end, as it were a tale that is told.  
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10. The days of our age are three score years and ten;  
   and though men be so strong that they come to fourscore years :  
yet is their strength then but labour and sorrow;  
   so soon passeth it away, and we are gone.  

11. But who regardeth the power of thy wrath :  
for even thereafter as a man feareth, so is thy displeasure.  

12. So teach us to number our days :  
that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.  

13. Turn thee again, O Lord, at the last :  
and be gracious unto thy servants.  

14. O satisfy us with thy mercy, and that soon :  
so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.  

15. Comfort us again now after the time that thou hast plagued us : 
and for the years wherein we have suffered adversity.  

16. Shew thy servants thy work :  
and their children thy glory.  

17. And the glorious majesty of the Lord our God be upon us :  
prosper thou the work of our hands upon us,  
     O prosper thou our handywork.  

Ant. The Lord, as a lamb, is led to the slaughter: and he opened not his 
mouth. 

PSALM 63   Deus, Deus meus. 

Ant. My heart * within me is broken, and trembling maketh all my bones 
to shake. 

O GOD, thou art my God :  
 early will I seek thee.  

2. My soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh also longeth after thee :  
in a barren and dry land where no water is.  

3. Thus have I looked for thee in holiness :  
that I might behold thy power and glory.  

4. For thy loving-kindness is better than the life itself :  
my lips shall praise thee.  

5. As long as I live will I magnify thee on this manner :  
and lift up my hands in thy Name.  

6. My soul shall be satisfied, 
     even as it were with marrow and fatness :  
when my mouth praiseth thee with joyful lips.  
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7. Have I not remembered thee in my bed :  
and thought upon thee when I was waking?  

8. Because thou hast been my helper :  
therefore under the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice.  

9. My soul hangeth upon thee :  
thy right hand hath upholden me.  

10. These also that seek the hurt of my soul :  
they shall go under the earth.  

11. Let them fall upon the edge of the sword :  
that they may be a portion for foxes.  

12. But the King shall rejoice in God;  
     all they also that swear by him shall be commended :  
for the mouth of them that speak lies shall be stopped.  

PSALM 67   Deus misereatur. 

GOD be merciful unto us, and bless us :  
and shew us the light of his countenance,  

 and be merciful unto us: 

2. That thy way may be known upon earth :  
thy saving health among all nations. 

3. Let the people praise thee, O God :  
yea, let all the people praise thee. 

4. O let the nations rejoice and be glad :  
for thou shalt judge the folk righteously,  
    and govern the nations upon earth. 

5. Let the people praise thee, O God :  
let all the people praise thee. 

6. Then shall the earth bring forth her increase :  
and God, even our own God, shall give us his blessing. 

7. God shall bless us :  
and all the ends of the world shall fear him. 

Ant. My heart within me is broken, and trembling maketh all my bones 
to shake. 

CANTICLE OF MOSES   Cantemus Domino. 

Ant. Thou hast strengthened him * with thy might, O Lord, and with thy 
holy consolation. 

I  WILL sing unto the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously :  
 the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. 
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The LORD is my strength and song :  
and he is become my salvation:  

He is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation :  
my father’s God, and I will exalt him.  

The LORD is a man of war :  
the LORD is his name.  

Pharaoh’s chariots and his host hath he cast into the sea :  
his chosen captains also are drowned in the Red sea.  

The depths have covered them :  
they sank into the bottom as a stone.  

Thy right hand, O LORD, is become glorious in power :  
thy right hand, O LORD, hath dashed in pieces the enemy.  

And in the greatness of thine excellency  
     thou hast overthrown them that rose up against thee :  
thou sentest forth thy wrath, which consumed them as stubble.  

And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters were gathered together : the 
floods stood upright as an heap,  
     and the depths were congealed in the heart of the sea.  

The enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil : my 
lust shall be satisfied upon them;  

I will draw my sword :  
my hand shall destroy them.  

Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered them :  
they sank as lead in the mighty waters.  

Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? : 
who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises,  
     doing wonders?  

Thou stretchedst out thy right hand :  
the earth swallowed them.  

Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people  
     which thou hast redeemed :  
thou hast guided them in thy strength unto thy holy habitation.  

The people shall hear, and be afraid :  
sorrow shall take hold on the inhabitants of Palestina.  

Then the dukes of Edom shall be amazed : 
the mighty men of Moab, trembling shall take hold upon them;  
     all the inhabitants of Canaan shall melt away.  
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Fear and dread shall fall upon them;  
     by the greatness of thine arm they shall be as still as a stone :  
till thy people pass over, O LORD, till the people pass over,  
     which thou hast purchased.  

Thou shalt bring them in,  
     and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance :  
in the place, O LORD, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in,  
     in the Sanctuary, O LORD, which thy hands have established.  

The LORD shall reign :  
for ever and ever.  

For the horse of Pharaoh went in with his chariots  
     and with his horsemen into the sea :  
and the LORD brought again the waters of the sea upon them. 

But the children of Israel went on dry land :  
in the midst of the sea.  

Ant. Thou hast strengthened him with thy might, O Lord, and with thy 
holy consolation. 

Then the next Antiphon is said, followed immediately by Psalms 148, 149 and 
150, which are said without interruption. As Psalm 150 is sung, the remaining 
candle is removed to a place where it cannot be seen. 

Ant. He was offered, * because he willed it: and himself hath borne our 
iniquities. 

PSALM 148   Laudate Dominum. 

O PRAISE the Lord of heaven:  
praise him in the height. 

2. Praise him, all ye angels of his:  
praise him, all his host. 

3. Praise him, sun and moon:  
praise him, all ye stars and light. 

4. Praise him, all ye heavens:  
and ye waters that are above the heavens. 

5. Let them praise the Name of the Lord:  
for he spake the word, and they were made; he commanded, and they 
were created. 

6. He hath made them fast for ever and ever:  
he hath given them a law which shall not be broken. 

7. Praise the Lord upon the earth:  
ye dragons, and all deeps. 
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8. Fire and hail, snow and vapours:  
wind and storm, fulfilling his word; 

9. Mountains and all hills:  
fruitful trees and all cedars; 

10. Beasts and all cattle:  
worms and feathered fowls; 

11. Kings of the earth and all people:  
princes and all judges of the world; 

12. Young men and maidens, old men and children, praise the Name of 
the Lord:  
for his Name only is excellent, and his praise above heaven and earth. 

13. He shall exalt the horn of his people; all his saints shall praise him:  
even the children of Israel, even the people that serveth him. 

PSALM 149   Cantate Domino. 

O SING unto the Lord a new song :  
 let the congregation of saints praise him.  

2. Let Israel rejoice in him that made him :  
and let the children of Sion be joyful in their King.  

3. Let them praise his Name in the dance :  
let them sing praises unto him with tabret and harp.  

4. For the Lord hath pleasure in his people :  
and helpeth the meek-hearted.  

5. Let the saints be joyful with glory :  
let them rejoice in their beds.  

6. Let the praises of God be in their mouth :  
and a two-edged sword in their hands;  

7. To be avenged of the heathen :  
and to rebuke the people;  

8. To bind their kings in chains :  
and their nobles with links of iron.  

9. That they may be avenged of them, as it is written :  
Such honour have all his saints.  

PSALM 150   Laudate Dominum.  

O PRAISE God in his holiness : 
 praise him in the firmament of his power. 

2. Praise him in his noble acts :  
praise him according to his excellent greatness.  
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3. Praise him in the sound of the trumpet :  
praise him upon the lute and harp.  

4. Praise him in the cymbals and dances :  
praise him upon the strings and pipe.  

5. Praise him upon the well-tuned cymbals :  
praise him upon the loud cymbals.  

6. Let every thing that hath breath :  
praise the Lord.  

Ant. He was offered, because he willed it: and himself hath borne our 
iniquities. 

When the final Antiphon of Lauds is finished, all the candles on the altar and 
elsewhere in the church are extinguished. Then the Antiphon for the Benedictus 
is intoned. 

Ant. Now he that betrayed him * gave them a sign, saying: Whomsoever I 
shall kiss, that same is he; hold him fast. 

Benedictus  Luke 1:68-79  

BLESSED be the Lord God of Israel :     
for he hath visited and redeemed his people;  

And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us :    
in the house of his servant David;  

As he spake by the mouth of his holy Prophets :    
which have been since the world began;  

That we should be saved from our enemies :    
and from the hands of all that hate us.  

To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers :    
and to remember his holy covenant;  

To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham :    
that he would give us;  

That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies :    
might serve him without fear;  

In holiness and righteousness before him :    
all the days of our life.  

And thou, child, shalt be called the Prophet of the Highest :  
for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways;  

To give knowledge of salvation unto his people :  
for the remission of their sins,  
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Through the tender mercy of our God :  
whereby the day-spring from on high hath visited us;  

To give light to them that sit in darkness,  
     and in the shadow of death :   
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Ant. Now he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying: Whomsoever I 
shall kiss, that same is he; hold him fast. 

All sit as the Antiphon is repeated. When the Antiphon is finished, all kneel as the 
Litany Kyrie Puerorum is said in the following manner. This may be sung by 
Cantors as appointed, or more simply in antiphonal form.  

If there are sufficient Cantors for this purpose, two stand at the foot of the altar 
facing the quire (C1), two stand at the entrance to the quire facing the altar (C2), 
and the two appointed to intone the Antiphons and Psalms during the Office 
itself also assist, standing at their place in the quire (C3). 

C1: Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. 

C2: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

All: Christ the Lord became obedient unto death. 

C1: Christe eleison. 

C3: Thou who camest down to suffer for our sakes. 

C1: Christe eleison. 

C3: Who, with outstretched arms upon the Cross, didst draw all nations 
unto thee. 

C1: Christe eleison. 

C3: Who in prophecy didst foreshadow: I will be thy death, O Death. 

C2: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

All: Christ the Lord became obedient unto death. 

C1: Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. 

C2: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

All: Christ the Lord became obedient unto death. 

Then another Cantor, standing in his place and turned towards the altar, sings: 

Even the death of the Cross. 

Then all kneel or prostrate themselves and say the Lord’s Prayer and Hail Mary 
silently and privately, after which Psalm 51 (Miserere mei, Deus) is said in a low 
voice without Glory be.  
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PSALM 51   Miserere mei, Deus. 

HAVE mercy upon me, O God, after thy great goodness :  
according to the multitude of thy mercies  

     do away mine offences.  

2. Wash me throughly from my wickedness :  
and cleanse me from my sin.  

3. For I acknowledge my faults :  
and my sin is ever before me.  

4. Against thee only have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight : 
that thou mightest be justified in thy saying,  
     and clear when thou art judged.  

5. Behold, I was shapen in wickedness :  
and in sin hath my mother conceived me.  

6. But lo, thou requirest truth in the inward parts :  
and shalt make me to understand wisdom secretly.  

7. Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean :  
thou shalt wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  

8. Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness :  
that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.  

9. Turn thy face from my sins :  
and put out all my misdeeds.  

10. Make me a clean heart, O God :  
and renew a right spirit within me.  

11. Cast me not away from thy presence :  
and take not thy holy Spirit from me.  

12. O give me the comfort of thy help again :  
and stablish me with thy free Spirit.  

13. Then shall I teach thy ways unto the wicked :  
and sinners shall be converted unto thee.  

14. Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God,  
     thou that art the God of my health :  
and my tongue shall sing of thy righteousness.  

15. Thou shalt open my lips, O Lord :  
and my mouth shall show thy praise.  

16. For thou desirest no sacrifice, else would I give it thee :  
but thou delightest not in burnt-offerings.  
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17. The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit :  
a broken and contrite heart, O God, shalt thou not despise.  

18. O be favourable and gracious unto Sion :  
build thou the walls of Jerusalem.  

19. Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifice of righteousness,       
     with the burnt-offerings and oblations :  
then shall they offer young bullocks upon thine altar. 

After the Psalm the Collect is said by the Officiant without greeting. 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God: we beseech thee graciously to behold this thy family, for 
which our Lord Jesus Christ was contented to be betrayed, and given up 
into the hands of wicked men, and to suffer death upon the Cross;  who 
now liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever 
one God, world without end. Amen.  

Then the Officiant strikes his hand on a book three times, and all stand. The light 
is brought from its place of concealment, and shown to the people. It is then 
extinguished, and the candle is removed. 

The Office having concluded, all depart in silence. 
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MATTINS OF GOOD FRIDAY 

NOCTURN I 

All stand for the start of the Office, which begins with the first Antiphon. After the 
Psalm has begun, all sit. 

PSALM 2   Quare fremuerunt gentes. 

Ant. The kings of the earth stood up, * and the rulers took counsel 
together, against the Lord and against his Anointed. 

WHY do the heathen so furiously rage together : 
and why do the people imagine a vain thing? 

2. The kings of the earth stand up,  
     and the rulers take counsel together : 
against the Lord, and against his Anointed:  

3. Let us break their bonds asunder :  
and cast away their cords from us.  

4. He that dwelleth in heaven shall laugh them to scorn :  
the Lord shall have them in derision.  

5. Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath :  
and vex them in his sore displeasure:  

6. Yet have I set my King :  
upon my holy hill of Sion.  

7. I will preach the law :  
whereof the Lord hath said unto me,  
     Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.  

8. Desire of me,  
     and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, :  
and the utmost parts of the earth for thy possession.  

9. Thou shalt bruise them with a rod of iron :  
and break them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.  

10. Be wise now therefore, O ye kings :  
be learned, ye that are judges of the earth.  

11. Serve the Lord in fear :  
and rejoice unto him with reverence.  

12. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry,  
     and so ye perish from the right way :  
if his wrath be kindled, (yea, but a little,)  
     blessed are all they that put their trust in him.  
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Ant. The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers took counsel 
together, against the Lord and against his Anointed. 

PSALM 22   Deus, Deus meus. 

Ant. They parted * my garments among them: and cast lots upon my 
vesture. 

MY GOD, my God, look upon me; why hast thou forsaken me : 
and art so far from my health,  

      and from the words of my complaint?  

2. O my God, I cry in the day-time, but thou hearest not :  
and in the night-season also I take no rest.  

3. And thou continuest holy :  
O thou worship of Israel.  

4. Our fathers hoped in thee :  
they trusted in thee, and thou didst deliver them.  

5. They called upon thee, and were holpen :  
they put their trust in thee, and were not confounded.  

6. But as for me, I am a worm, and no man :  
a very scorn of men, and the outcast of the people.  

7. All they that see me laugh me to scorn :  
they shoot out their lips, and shake their heads, saying,  

8. He trusted in God, that he would deliver him :  
let him deliver him, if he will have him.  

9. But thou art he that took me out of my mother’s womb :  
thou wast my hope, when I hanged yet upon my mother’s breasts.  

10. I have been left unto thee ever since I was born :  
thou art my God, even from my mother’s womb.  

11. O go not from me, for trouble is hard at hand :  
and there is none to help me.  

12. Many oxen are come about me :  
fat bulls of Basan close me in on every side.  

13. They gape upon me with their mouths :  
as it were a ramping and a roaring lion.  

14. I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint :  
my heart also in the midst of my body is even like melting wax.  

15. My strength is dried up like a potsherd,  
     and my tongue cleaveth to my gums :  
and thou shalt bring me into the dust of death.  
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16. For many dogs are come about me :  
and the council of the wicked layeth siege against me.  

17. They pierced my hands and my feet; I may tell all my bones :  
they stand staring and looking upon me.  

18. They part my garments among them :  
and cast lots upon my vesture.  

19. But be not thou far from me, O Lord :  
thou art my succour, haste thee to help me.  

20. Deliver my soul from the sword :  
my darling from the power of the dog.  

21. Save me from the lion’s mouth :  
thou hast heard me also from among the horns of the unicorns.  

22. I will declare thy Name unto my brethren :  
in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee.  

23. O praise the Lord, ye that fear him :  
magnify him, all ye of the seed of Jacob,  
     and fear him, all ye seed of Israel;  

24. For he hath not despised, nor abhorred,  
     the low estate of the poor :  
he hath not hid his face from him,  
     but when he called unto him he heard him.  

25. My praise is of thee in the great congregation :  
my vows will I perform in the sight of them that fear him.  

26. The poor shall eat and be satisfied :  
they that seek after the Lord shall praise him;  
     your heart shall live for ever.  

27. All the ends of the world shall remember themselves,  
     and be turned unto the Lord :  
and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before him.  

28. For the kingdom is the Lord’s :  
and he is the Governor among the people.  

29. All such as be fat upon earth :  
have eaten and worshipped.  

30. All they that go down into the dust shall kneel before him :  
and no man hath quickened his own soul.  

31. My seed shall serve him :  
they shall be counted unto the Lord for a generation.  
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32. They shall come, and the heavens shall declare his righteousness :  
unto a people that shall be born, whom the Lord hath made.  

Ant. They parted my garments among them: and cast lots upon my 
vesture. 

PSALM 27   Dominus illuminatio. 

Ant. There are false witnesses * risen up against me: and such as speak 
wrong. 

THE Lord is my light, and my salvation; whom then shall I fear : the 
Lord is the strength of my life;  
     of whom then shall I be afraid?  

2. When the wicked, even mine enemies,  
     and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh :  
they stumbled and fell.  

3. Though an host of men were laid against me,  
     yet shall not my heart be afraid :  
and though there rose up war against me,  
     yet will I put my trust in him.  

4. One thing have I desired of the Lord, which I will require :  
even that I may dwell in the house of the Lord  
     all the days of my life, to behold the fair beauty of the Lord,   
          and to visit his temple.  

5. For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his tabernacle :  
yea, in the secret place of his dwelling shall he hide me,  
     and set me up upon a rock of stone.  

6. And now shall he lift up mine head :  
above mine enemies round about me.  

7. Therefore will I offer in his dwelling an oblation  
     with great gladness :  
I will sing, and speak praises unto the Lord.  

8. Hearken unto my voice, O Lord, when I cry unto thee :  
have mercy upon me, and hear me.  

9. My heart hath talked of thee, Seek ye my face :  
Thy face, Lord, will I seek.  

10. O hide not thou thy face from me :  
nor cast thy servant away in displeasure.  

11. Thou hast been my succour :  
leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation.  
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12. When my father and my mother forsake me :  
the Lord taketh me up.  

13. Teach me thy way, O Lord :  
and lead me in the right way, because of mine enemies.  

14. Deliver me not over into the will of mine adversaries :  
for there are false witnesses risen up against me,  
     and such as speak wrong.  

15. I should utterly have fainted :  
but that I believe verily to see the goodness of the Lord  
     in the land of the living.  

16. O tarry thou the Lord’s leisure :  
be strong, and he shall comfort thine heart;  
     and put thou thy trust in the Lord.  

Ant. There are false witnesses risen up against me: and such as speak 
wrong.  

All stand as the following Versicle and Response is said. 

V.   They have parted. 
R.   My garments among them. 

Silence is kept, during which the Lord’s Prayer and Hail Mary are said in silence 
and privately. After this all sit for the Lamentations of Jeremiah. These Lessons are 
read without introduction or conclusion at Tenebrae of each day of the Sacred 
Paschal Triduum. It is especially appropriate that on these most solemn days of 
the year the Lessons are sung according to the customary chants. 

Lesson I        Lam. 1:10-12 

Yodh. The adversary hath spread out his hands upon all her pleasant 
things: for she hath seen that the heathen entered into her sanctuary, 
whom thou didst command that they should not enter into thy 
congregation. Caph. All her people sigh; they seek bread: they have given 
their pleasant things for meat to relieve the soul. See, O Lord, and 
consider: for I am become vile. Lamedh. Is it nothing to you, all ye that 
pass by? behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow: 
wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger. 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord thy God. 

Respond I                      Omnes amici 

All mine acquaintance have forsaken me: they that laid snares for me 
have prevailed against me: he whom I loved hath betrayed me: and with 
fury in their eyes, and cruel buffeting, They gave me vinegar to drink. V. 
They gave me also gall to eat: and when I was thirsty. R. They gave me 
vinegar to drink. 
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Lesson II       Lam. 1:13-15 

Mem. From above hath he sent fire into my bones, and it prevaileth 
against them: he hath spread a net for my feet, he hath turned me 
backward: he hath made me desolate and faint all the day long. Nun. The 
yoke of my transgressions is bound by his hand: they are wreathed, and 
come up upon my neck. He hath made my strength to fall: the Lord hath 
delivered me into their hands, from whom I am not able to rise up. 
Samech. The Lord hath trodden under foot all my mighty ones in the 
midst of me: he hath called an assembly against me to crush my young 
men. The Lord hath trodden the virgin, the daughter of Judah, as in a 
winepress. Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord thy God. 

Respond II          Tradiderunt 

They betrayed me into the hands of the wicked, and among transgressors 
have they cast me out, and have not spared my soul from destruction: the 
mighty men were gathered against me, And even as giants have they 
withstood me. V. The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers took 
counsel together. R. And even as giants have they withstood me. 

Lesson III          Lam. 1: 16-19 

Ayin. For these things I weep; mine eye runneth down with water: 
because the comforter that should relieve my soul is far from me. My 
children are desolate, because the enemy hath prevailed. Pe. Sion 
spreadeth forth her hands: and there is none to comfort her. The Lord is 
righteous for I have rebelled against his commandment. Hear, I pray you, 
all people, and behold my sorrow. My virgins and my young men are 
gone into captivity. Coph. I called for my lovers, but they deceived me: 
my priests and mine elders gave up the ghost in the city, while they 
sought them meat to relieve their souls. Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to 
the Lord thy God. 

Respond III                        Caligaverunt 

Mine eye is dim, and runneth down with water, by reason of sorrow: for 
the comforter is far from me, that should relieve my soul. O all ye people, 
behold and see If there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow. V. All ye that 
pass by the way, consider and see. R. If there be any sorrow like unto my 
sorrow. Mine eye is dim, and runneth down with water, by reason of 
sorrow: for the comforter is far from me, that should relieve my soul. O 
all ye people, behold and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow. 
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NOCTURN II 

PSALM 38   Domine, ne in furore. 

Ant. They also * that sought for my life laid snares for me. 

PUT me not to rebuke, O Lord, in thine anger :  
neither chasten me in thy heavy displeasure.  

2. For thine arrows stick fast in me :  
and thy hand presseth me sore.  

3. There is no health in my flesh, because of thy displeasure : neither is 
there any rest in my bones, by reason of my sin.  

4. For my wickednesses are gone over my head :  
and are like a sore burden, too heavy for me to bear.  

5. My wounds stink, and are corrupt :  
through my foolishness.  

6. I am brought into so great trouble and misery :  
that I go mourning all the day long.  

7. For my loins are filled with a sore disease :  
and there is no whole part in my body.  

8. I am feeble, and sore smitten :  
I have roared for the very disquietness of my heart.  

9. Lord, thou knowest all my desire :  
and my groaning is not hid from thee.  

10. My heart panteth, my strength hath failed me :  
and the sight of mine eyes is gone from me. 

11. My lovers and my neighbours did stand looking  
     upon my trouble :  
and my kinsmen stood afar off.  

12. They also that sought after my life laid snares for me :  
and they that went about to do me evil talked of wickedness,  
     and imagined deceit all the day long.  

13. As for me, I was like a deaf man, and heard not :  
and as one that is dumb, who doth not open his mouth.  

14. I became even as a man that heareth not :  
and in whose mouth are no reproofs.  

15. For in thee, O Lord, have I put my trust :  
thou shalt answer for me, O Lord my God.  
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16. I have required that they, even mine enemies,  
     should not triumph over me :  
for when my foot slipped, they rejoiced greatly against me.  

17. And I, truly, am set in the plague :  
and my heaviness is ever in my sight.  

18. For I will confess my wickedness :  
and be sorry for my sin.  

19. But mine enemies live, and are mighty :  
and they that hate me wrongfully are many in number.  

20. They also that reward evil for good are against me :  
because I follow the thing that good is.  

21. Forsake me not, O Lord my God :  
be not thou far from me.  

22. Haste thee to help me :  
O Lord God of my salvation.  

Ant. They also that sought for my life laid snares for me. 

PSALM 40   Expectans expectavi. 

Ant. Let them be ashamed * and confounded together, that seek for my 
soul to destroy it. 

I  WAITED patiently for the Lord : 
 and he inclined unto me, and heard my calling.  

2. He brought me also out of the horrible pit,  
     out of the mire and clay :  
and set my feet upon the rock, and ordered my goings.  

3. And he hath put a new song in my mouth :  
even a thanksgiving unto our God.  

4. Many shall see it, and fear :  
and shall put their trust in the Lord.  

5. Blessed is the man that hath set his hope in the Lord :  
and turned not unto the proud, and to such as go about with lies.  

6. O Lord my God, great are the wondrous works  
     which thou hast done,  
          like as be also thy thoughts which are to us-ward :  
and yet there is no man that ordereth them unto thee.  

7. If I should declare them, and speak of them :  
they should be more than I am able to express.  
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8. Sacrifice, and meat-offering, thou wouldest not :  
but mine ears hast thou opened.  

9. Burnt-offerings, and sacrifice for sin, hast thou not required :  
then said I, Lo, I come,  

10. In the volume of the book it is written of me,  
     that I should fulfil thy will, O my God :  
I am content to do it; yea, thy law is within my heart.  

11. I have declared thy righteousness in the great congregation :  
lo, I will not refrain my lips, O Lord, and that thou knowest.  

12. I have not hid thy righteousness within my heart :  
my talk hath been of thy truth, and of thy salvation.  

13. I have not kept back thy loving mercy and truth :  
from the great congregation.  

14. Withdraw not thou thy mercy from me, O Lord :  
let thy loving-kindness and thy truth alway preserve me.  

15. For innumerable troubles are come about me;  
     my sins have taken such hold upon me  
          that I am not able to look up :  
yea, they are more in number than the hairs of my head,  
     and my heart hath failed me.  

16. O Lord, let it be thy pleasure to deliver me :  
make haste, O Lord, to help me.  

17. Let them be ashamed, and confounded together,  
     that seek after my soul to destroy it :  
let them be driven backward and put to rebuke, that wish me evil. 

18. Let them be desolate, and rewarded with shame :  
that say unto me, Fie upon thee, fie upon thee.  

19. Let all those that seek thee be joyful and glad in thee :  
and let such as love thy salvation say alway, The Lord be praised. 

20. As for me, I am poor and needy :  
but the Lord careth for me.  

21. Thou art my helper and redeemer :  
make no long tarrying, O my God.  

Ant. Let them be ashamed and confounded together, that seek for my 
soul to destroy it. 
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PSALM 54   Deus in nomine. 

Ant. Strangers also * are risen up against me, and tyrants seek after my 
soul. 

SAVE me, O God, for thy Name’s sake :  
and avenge me in thy strength.  

2. Hear my prayer, O God :  
and hearken unto the words of my mouth.  

3. For strangers are risen up against me :  
and tyrants, which have not God before their eyes,  
     seek after my soul.  

4. Behold, God is my helper :  
the Lord is with them that uphold my soul.  

5. He shall reward evil unto mine enemies :  
destroy thou them in thy truth.  

6. An offering of a free heart will I give thee,  
     and praise thy Name, O Lord :  
because it is so comfortable.  

7. For he hath delivered me out of all my trouble :  
and mine eye hath seen his desire upon mine enemies.  

Ant. Strangers also are risen up against me, and tyrants seek after my soul. 

All stand as the following Versicle and Response is said. 

V.   Deliver me. 
R.   From them that rise up against me. 

Silence is kept, during which the Lord’s Prayer and Hail Mary are said in silence 
and privately. After this all sit for the Lessons that follow, which are read or sung 
without any introduction or conclusion. 

Lesson IV                           Exposition of Saint Augustine on Psalm 64 

They have bended the bow, a bitter thing, in order that they may shoot in 
secret one unspotted. The bow he calls lyings in wait. For he that with 
sword fights hand to hand, openly fights: he that shoots an arrow 
deceives, in order to strike. For the arrow smites, before it is foreseen to 
come to wound.  

Respond IV                    Vinea mea 

O my vineyard, my choice one, did I not plant thee? How then art thou 
turned into such bitterness, as to crucify me, and set Barabbas at liberty? 
R. Yet I planted thee, my choicest vineyard, wholly a right seed. V. How 
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then art thou turned into such bitterness, as to crucify me, and set 
Barabbas at liberty? 

Lesson V                               Exposition of Saint Augustine on Psalm 64 

But whom could the lyings in wait of the human heart escape? Would 
they escape our Lord Jesus Christ, who had no need that any one should 
bear witness to Him of man? For Himself knew what was in man, as the 
Evangelist testifies. Nevertheless, let us hear them, and look upon them 
in their doings as if the Lord knew  not what they devise. They have 
bended the bow,  is the same as,  in secret:  in order that they might 
shoot in secret One unspotted.  

Respond V           Tamquam ad latronem 

Be ye come out, as against a robber, with swords and staves for to take 
me? I was daily with you in the temple teaching, and ye took me not: and 
now, behold, ye scourge me, and lead me To be crucified. V. The Son of 
man goeth indeed, as it is written of him: but woe to that man by whom 
he is betrayed. R. To be crucified. 

Lesson VI                               Exposition of Saint Augustine on Psalm 64 

The expression he used, They have bended the bow, is the same as, in 
secret: as if they were deceiving by lyings in wait. For you know by what 
artifices they did this, how with money they bribed a disciple that clave 
to Him, in order that He might be betrayed to them, how they procured 
false witnesses; with what lyings in wait and artifices they wrought,  in 
order that they might shoot in secret One unspotted.  

Respond VI                    Ihesum tradidit 

The traitor delivered Jesus to be condemned of the chief priests and 
elders of the people. And Peter followed afar off, That he might see the 
end. V. And he went into the palace of the high priest. R. That he might 
see the end. The traitor delivered Jesus to be condemned of the chief 
priests and elders of the people. And Peter followed afar off, That he 
might see the end. 

NOCTURN III 

PSALM 59   Eripe me de inimicis. 

Ant. From them that rise up against me, * O Lord, deliver me: for lo, they 
lie waiting for my soul. 

DELIVER me from mine enemies, O God :  
defend me from them that rise up against me.  

2. O deliver me from the wicked doers :  
and save me from the blood- thirsty men.  
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3. For lo, they lie waiting for my soul :  
the mighty men are gathered against me,  
     without any offence or fault of me, O Lord.  

4. They run and prepare themselves without my fault :  
arise thou therefore to help me, and behold.  

5. Stand up, O Lord God of hosts, thou God of Israel,  
     to visit all the heathen :  
and be not merciful unto them  
     that offend of malicious wickedness.  

6. They go to and fro in the evening :  
they grin like a dog, and run about through the city.  

7. Behold, they speak with their mouth, and swords are in their lips :  
for who doth hear?  

8. But thou, O Lord, shalt have them in derision :  
and thou shalt laugh all the heathen to scorn.  

9. My strength will I ascribe unto thee :  
for thou art the God of my refuge.  

10. God sheweth me his goodness plenteously :  
and God shall let me see my desire upon mine enemies.  

11. Slay them not, lest my people forget it :  
but scatter them abroad among the people, 
     and put them down, O Lord, our defence.  

12. For the sin of their mouth, and for the words of their lips, 
     they shall be taken in their pride :  
and why? their preaching is of cursing and lies.  

13. Consume them in thy wrath,  
     consume them, that they may perish :  
and know that it is God that ruleth in Jacob,  
     and unto the ends of the world.  

14. And in the evening they will return :  
grin like a dog, and will go about the city.  

15. They will run here and there for meat :  
and grudge if they be not satisfied.  

16. As for me, I will sing of thy power,  
     and will praise thy mercy betimes in the morning :  
for thou hast been my defence and refuge  
     in the day of my trouble.  
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17. Unto thee, O my strength, will I sing :  
for thou, O God, art my refuge, and my merciful God.  

Ant. From them that rise up against me, O Lord, deliver me: for lo, they 
lie waiting for my soul. 

PSALM 88   Dominus Deus.  

Ant. Thou hast put mine acquaintance far from me: * I am so fast in 
prison, that I cannot get forth. 

O LORD God of my salvation,  
     I have cried day and night before thee :  
 O let my prayer enter into thy presence,  
     incline thine ear unto my calling.  

2. For my soul is full of trouble :  
and my life draweth nigh unto hell.  

3. I am counted as one of them that go down into the pit :  
and I have been even as a man that hath no strength.  

4. Free among the dead, like unto them that are wounded,  
     and lie in the grave :  
who are out of remembrance, and are cut away from thy hand.  

5. Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit :  
in a place of darkness, and in the deep.  

6. Thine indignation lieth hard upon me :  
and thou hast vexed me with all thy storms.  

7. Thou hast put away mine acquaintance far from me :  
and made me to be abhorred of them.  

8. I am so fast in prison :  
that I cannot get forth.  

9. My sight faileth for very trouble :  
Lord, I have called daily upon thee,  
     I have stretched forth my hands unto thee.  

10. Dost thou shew wonders among the dead :  
or shall the dead rise up again, and praise thee?  

11. Shall thy loving-kindness be shewed in the grave :  
or thy faithfulness in destruction?  

12. Shall thy wondrous works be known in the dark :  
and thy righteousness in the land where all things are forgotten?  

13. Unto thee have I cried, O Lord :  
and early shall my prayer come before thee.  
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14. Lord, why abhorrest thou my soul :  
and hidest thou thy face from me?  

15. I am in misery, and like unto him that is at the point to die :  
even from my youth up thy terrors  
     have I suffered with a troubled mind.  

16. Thy wrathful displeasure goeth over me :  
and the fear of thee hath undone me.  

17. They came round about me daily like water :  
and compassed me together on every side.  

18. My lovers and friends hast thou put away from me :  
and hid mine acquaintance out of my sight.  

 Ant. Thou hast put mine acquaintance far from me: I am so fast in 
prison, that I cannot get forth. 

PSALM 94   Deus ultionum. 

Ant. They gather them together * against the soul of the righteous, and 
condemn the innocent blood. 

O LORD God, to whom vengeance belongeth : 
 thou God, to whom vengeance belongeth, shew thyself. 

2. Arise, thou Judge of the world :  
and reward the proud after their deserving.  

3. Lord, how long shall the ungodly :  
how long shall the ungodly triumph?  

4. How long shall all wicked doers speak so disdainfully :  
and make such proud boasting?  

5. They smite down thy people, O Lord :  
and trouble thine heritage.  

6. They murder the widow, and the stranger :  
and put the fatherless to death.  

7. And yet they say, Tush, the Lord shall not see :  
neither shall the God of Jacob regard it.  

8. Take heed, ye unwise among the people :  
O ye fools, when will ye understand?  

9. He that planted the ear, shall he not hear :  
or he that made the eye, shall he not see?  

10. Or he that nurtureth the heathen :  
it is he that teacheth man knowledge, shall not he punish?  
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11. The Lord knoweth the thoughts of man :  
that they are but vain.  

12. Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, O Lord :  
and teachest him in thy law;  

13. That thou mayest give him patience in time of adversity :  
until the pit be digged up for the ungodly.  

14. For the Lord will not fail his people :  
neither will he forsake his inheritance;  

15. Until righteousness turn again unto judgement :  
all such as are true in heart shall follow it.  

16. Who will rise up with me against the wicked :  
or who will take my part against the evil-doers?  

17. If the Lord had not helped me :  
it had not failed but my soul had been put to silence.  

18. But when I said, My foot hath slipt :  
thy mercy, O Lord, held me up.  

19. In the multitude of the sorrows that I had in my heart :  
thy comforts have refreshed my soul.  

20. Wilt thou have any thing to do with the stool of wickedness :  
which imagineth mischief as a law?  

21. They gather them together against the soul of the righteous :  
and condemn the innocent blood.  

22. But the Lord is my refuge :  
and my God is the strength of my confidence.  

23. He shall recompense them their wickedness,  
     and destroy them in their own malice :  
yea, the Lord our God shall destroy them.  

Ant. They gather them together against the soul of the righteous, and 
condemn the innocent blood. 

All stand as the following Versicle and Response is said. 

V.   They have spoken against me. 
R.   With a deceitful tongue. 

Silence is kept, during which the Lord’s Prayer and Hail Mary are said in silence 
and privately. After this all sit for the Lessons that follow, which are read or sung 
without any introduction or conclusion. 
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Lesson VII                   Heb. 4:11-13 

Brethren, let us labour to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the 
same example of unbelief. For the word of God is quick, and powerful, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is there any 
creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and 
opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do. 

Respond VII                    Barabbas latro 

Barabbas, the robber, is released, and Christ, the guiltless, is put to death: 
for Judas, with cunning craftiness, having learned, by feigning peace, to 
prepare war, With a kiss betrayed his Master, the Lord Jesus Christ. V. 
Behold a multitude, and he that was called Judas cometh: who, when he 
drew near unto Jesus. R. With a kiss betrayed his Master, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Lesson VIII                         Heb. 4:14-16 

Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have 
not a high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 
Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 

Respond VIII              Velum templi 

The veil of the temple was rent in twain, and the whole earth quaked: the 
thief from the cross cried out, saying: Remember me, O Lord, when thou 
comest into thy kingdom. V. Verily I say unto thee: Today shalt thou be 
with me in paradise. R. Remember me, O Lord, when thou comest into 
thy kingdom. 

Lesson IX                         Heb. 5:1-4  

For every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in 
things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for 
sins: who can have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are 
out of the way; for that he himself also is compassed with infirmity. And 
by reason hereof he ought, as for the people, so also for himself, to offer 
for sins. And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is 
called of God, as was Aaron. 

Respond IX           Tenebræ factæ sunt 

Now there was darkness when the Jews had crucified Jesus: and it was 
about the ninth hour that Jesus cried with a loud voice: Eli, Eli, lama 

55



sabacthani? And he bowed his head, and yielded up the ghost. Then one 
of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and immediately came 
thereout both blood and water. V. When therefore he had received the 
vinegar, he said: It is finished. R. And he bowed his head, and yielded up 
the ghost. Then one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and 
immediately came thereout both blood and water. Now there was 
darkness when the Jews had crucified Jesus: and it was about the ninth 
hour that Jesus cried with a loud voice: Eli, Eli, lama sabacthani? 

LAUDS OF GOOD FRIDAY 

All stand for the start of Lauds, which begins with the first Antiphon. After the 
Psalm has begun, all sit. 

PSALM 51   Miserere mei, Deus. 

Ant. God spared not * his own Son: but delivered him up for us all. 

HAVE mercy upon me, O God, after thy great goodness :  
according to the multitude of thy mercies  
     do away mine offences.  

2. Wash me throughly from my wickedness :  
and cleanse me from my sin.  

3. For I acknowledge my faults :  
and my sin is ever before me.  

4. Against thee only have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight : 
that thou mightest be justified in thy saying,  
     and clear when thou art judged.  

5. Behold, I was shapen in wickedness :  
and in sin hath my mother conceived me.  

6. But lo, thou requirest truth in the inward parts :  
and shalt make me to understand wisdom secretly.  

7. Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean :  
thou shalt wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  

8. Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness :  
that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.  

9. Turn thy face from my sins :  
and put out all my misdeeds.  

10. Make me a clean heart, O God :  
and renew a right spirit within me.  

11. Cast me not away from thy presence :  
and take not thy holy Spirit from me.  

56



12. O give me the comfort of thy help again :  
and stablish me with thy free Spirit.  

13. Then shall I teach thy ways unto the wicked :  
and sinners shall be converted unto thee.  

14. Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God,  
     thou that art the God of my health :  
and my tongue shall sing of thy righteousness.  

15. Thou shalt open my lips, O Lord :  
and my mouth shall shew thy praise.  

16. For thou desirest no sacrifice, else would I give it thee :  
but thou delightest not in burnt-offerings.  

17. The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit :  
a broken and contrite heart, O God, shalt thou not despise.  

18. O be favourable and gracious unto Sion :  
build thou the walls of Jerusalem.  

19. Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifice of righteousness,       
     with the burnt-offerings and oblations :  
then shall they offer young bullocks upon thine altar.  

Ant. God spared not his own Son: but delivered him up for us all. 

PSALM 143   Domine, exaudi. 

Ant. My spirit * is vexed within me: my heart within me is desolate. 

HEAR my prayer, O Lord, and consider my desire :  
hearken unto me for thy truth and righteousness’ sake.  

2. And enter not into judgement with thy servant:  
for in thy sight shall no man living be justified.  

3. For the enemy hath persecuted my soul;  
     he hath smitten my life down to the ground :  
he hath laid me in the darkness,  
     as the men that have been long dead.  

4. Therefore is my spirit vexed within me :  
and my heart within me is desolate.  

5. Yet do I remember the time past; I muse upon all thy works :  
yea, I exercise myself in the works of thy hands.  

6. I stretch forth my hands unto thee :  
my soul gaspeth unto thee as a thirsty land.  
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7. Hear me, O Lord, and that soon, for my spirit waxeth faint :  
hide not thy face from me,  
     lest I be like unto them that go down into the pit.  

8. O let me hear thy loving-kindness betimes in the morning,  
     for in thee is my trust :  
shew thou me the way that I should walk in,  
     for I lift up my soul unto thee.  

9. Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies :  
for I flee unto thee to hide me.  

10. Teach me to do the thing that pleaseth thee, for thou art my God : 
let thy loving Spirit lead me forth into the land of righteousness. 

11. Quicken me, O Lord, for thy Name’s sake :  
and for thy righteousness’ sake bring my soul out of trouble.  

12. And of thy goodness slay mine enemies :  
and destroy all them that vex my soul; for I am thy servant.  

Ant. My spirit is vexed within me: my heart within me is desolate. 

PSALM 63   Deus, Deus meus. 

Ant. Saith the one thief to the other: * We indeed receive the due reward 
of our deeds, but this man, what hath he done? Lord, remember me 
when thou comest into thy kingdom. 

O GOD, thou art my God :  
 early will I seek thee.  

2. My soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh also longeth after thee :  
in a barren and dry land where no water is.  

3. Thus have I looked for thee in holiness :  
that I might behold thy power and glory.  

4. For thy loving-kindness is better than the life itself :  
my lips shall praise thee.  

5. As long as I live will I magnify thee on this manner :  
and lift up my hands in thy Name.  

6. My soul shall be satisfied, even as it were with marrow and fatness :  
when my mouth praiseth thee with joyful lips.  

7. Have I not remembered thee in my bed :  
and thought upon thee when I was waking?  

8. Because thou hast been my helper :  
therefore under the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice.  
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9. My soul hangeth upon thee :  
thy right hand hath upholden me.  

10. These also that seek the hurt of my soul :  
they shall go under the earth.  

11. Let them fall upon the edge of the sword :  
that they may be a portion for foxes.  

12. But the King shall rejoice in God;  
     all they also that swear by him shall be commended :  
for the mouth of them that speak lies shall be stopped.  

PSALM 67   Deus misereatur. 

GOD be merciful unto us, and bless us : 
and shew us the light of his countenance,  
     and be merciful unto us:  

2. That thy way may be known upon earth :  
thy saving health among all nations.  

3. Let the people praise thee, O God :  
yea, let all the people praise thee.  

4. O let the nations rejoice and be glad :  
for thou shalt judge the folk righteously,  
     and govern the nations upon earth.  

5. Let the people praise thee, O God :  
let all the people praise thee.  

6. Then shall the earth bring forth her increase :  
and God, even our own God, shall give us his blessing.  

7. God shall bless us :  
and all the ends of the world shall fear him.  

Ant. Saith the one thief to the other: We indeed receive the due reward of 
our deeds, but this man, what hath he done? Lord, remember me 
when thou comest into thy kingdom. 

CANTICLE OF HABAKKUK   Domine, audivi. 

Ant. When my spirit * is disquieted within me, thou, O Lord, wilt 
remember mercy. 

O LORD, I have heard thy speech :  
 and was afraid.  

O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the years,  
     in the midst of the years make known :  
in wrath remember mercy. 
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God came from Teman :  
and the Holy One from mount Paran. 

His glory covered the heavens :  
and the earth was full of his praise.  

And his brightness was as the light;  
     he had horns coming out of his hand :  
and there was the hiding of his power.  

Before him went the pestilence : 
and burning coals went forth at his feet.  

He stood, and measured the earth : 
he beheld, and drove asunder the nations;  

And the everlasting mountains were scattered,  
     the perpetual hills did bow :  
his ways are everlasting.  

I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction : 
and the curtains of the land of Midian did tremble.  

Was the LORD displeased against the rivers? :  
was thine anger against the rivers?  

Was thy wrath against the sea : 
that thou didst ride upon thine horses and thy chariots of salvation?  

Thy bow was made quite naked : 
according to the oaths of the tribes, even thy word.  

Thou didst cleave the earth with rivers : 
the mountains saw thee, and they trembled:  

The overflowing of the water passed by : 
the deep uttered his voice, and lifted up his hands on high.  

The sun and moon stood still in their habitation :  
at the light of thine arrows they went,  
     and at the shining of thy glittering spear.  

Thou didst march through the land in indignation :  
thou didst thresh the heathen in anger.  

Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people :  
even for salvation with thine Anointed:  

Thou woundedst the head out of the house of the wicked :  
by discovering the foundation unto the neck.  

Thou didst strike through with his staves the head of his villages :  
     they came out as a whirlwind to scatter me:  
their rejoicing was as to devour the poor secretly.  
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Thou didst walk through the sea with thine horses :  
through the heap of great waters.  

When I heard, my belly trembled :  
my lips quivered at the voice:  

Rottenness entered into my bones : 
and I trembled in myself, that I might rest in the day of trouble:  

When he cometh up unto the people :  
he will invade them with his troops.  

Although the fig tree shall not blossom :  
neither shall fruit be in the vines;  

The labour of the olive shall fail :  
and the fields shall yield no meat;  

The flock shall be cut off from the fold :  
and there shall be no herd in the stalls;  

Yet I will rejoice in the LORD :  
I will joy in the God of my salvation.  

The LORD God is my strength,  
     and he will make my feet like hinds’ feet :  
and he will make me to walk upon mine high places. 

Ant. When my spirit is disquieted within me, thou, O Lord, wilt 
remember mercy. 

Then the next Antiphon is said, followed immediately by Psalm 148, 149, and 150, 
which are said without interruption. As Psalm 150 is sung, the remaining candle 
is removed to a place where it cannot be seen. 

Ant. Remember me, * O Lord, when thou comest into thy kingdom. 

PSALM 148   Laudate Dominum.  

O PRAISE the Lord of heaven : 
 praise him in the height. 

2. Praise him, all ye angels of his :  
praise him, all his host.  

3. Praise him, sun and moon :  
praise him, all ye stars and light.  

4. Praise him, all ye heavens :  
and ye waters that are above the heavens.  

5. Let them praise the Name of the Lord :  
for he spake the word, and they were made;  
     he commanded, and they were created.  
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6. He hath made them fast for ever and ever :  
he hath given them a law which shall not be broken.  

7. Praise the Lord upon earth :  
ye dragons, and all deeps;  

8. Fire and hail, snow and vapours :  
wind and storm, fulfilling his word;  

9. Mountains and all hills :  
fruitful trees and all cedars;  

10. Beasts and all cattle :  
worms and feathered fowls;  

11. Kings of the earth and all people :  
princes and all judges of the world;  

12. Young men and maidens, old men and children,  
     praise the Name of the Lord :  
for his Name only is excellent,  
     and his praise above heaven and earth.  

13. He shall exalt the horn of his people;  
     all his saints shall praise him :  
even the children of Israel, even the people that serveth him.  

PSALM 149   Cantate Domino. 

O SING unto the Lord a new song :  
 let the congregation of saints praise him.  

2. Let Israel rejoice in him that made him :  
and let the children of Sion be joyful in their King.  

3. Let them praise his Name in the dance :  
let them sing praises unto him with tabret and harp.  

4. For the Lord hath pleasure in his people :  
and helpeth the meek-hearted.  

5. Let the saints be joyful with glory :  
let them rejoice in their beds.  

6. Let the praises of God be in their mouth :  
and a two-edged sword in their hands;  

7. To be avenged of the heathen :  
and to rebuke the people;  

8. To bind their kings in chains :  
and their nobles with links of iron.  
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9. That they may be avenged of them, as it is written :  
Such honour have all his saints.  

PSALM 150   Laudate Dominum. 

O PRAISE God in his holiness : 
 praise him in the firmament of his power. 

2. Praise him in his noble acts :  
praise him according to his excellent greatness.  

3. Praise him in the sound of the trumpet :  
praise him upon the lute and harp.  

4. Praise him in the cymbals and dances :  
praise him upon the strings and pipe.  

5. Praise him upon the well-tuned cymbals :  
praise him upon the loud cymbals.  

6. Let every thing that hath breath :  
praise the Lord.  

Ant. Remember me, O Lord, when thou comest into thy kingdom. 

When the final Antiphon of Lauds is finished, all the candles on the altar and 
elsewhere in the church are extinguished. Then the Antiphon for the Benedictus 
is intoned. 

Ant. And they set up * over his head his accusation written: Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews. 

Benedictus  Luke 1:68-79  

BLESSED be the Lord God of Israel :     
for he hath visited and redeemed his people;  

And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us :    
in the house of his servant David;  

As he spake by the mouth of his holy Prophets :    
which have been since the world began;  

That we should be saved from our enemies :    
and from the hands of all that hate us.  

To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers :    
and to remember his holy Covenant;  

To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham :    
that he would give us;  

That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies :    
might serve him without fear;  
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In holiness and righteousness before him :    
all the days of our life.  

And thou, child, shalt be called the Prophet of the Highest :  
for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways;  

To give knowledge of salvation unto his people :  
for the remission of their sins,  

Through the tender mercy of our God :  
whereby the day-spring from on high hath visited us;  

To give light to them that sit in darkness,  
     and in the shadow of death :   
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Ant. And they set up over his head his accusation written: Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews. 

All sit as the Antiphon is repeated. When the Antiphon is finished, all kneel as the 
Litany Kyrie Puerorum is said in the following manner. This may be sung by 
Cantors as appointed, or more simply in antiphonal form.  

If there are sufficient Cantors for this purpose, two stand at the foot of the altar 
facing the quire (C1), two stand at the entrance to the quire facing the altar (C2), 
and the two appointed to intone the Antiphons and Psalms during the Office 
itself also assist, standing at their place in the quire (C3). 

C1: Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. 

C2: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

All: Christ the Lord became obedient unto death. 

C1: Christe eleison. 

C3: Gentle Lamb, to whom the wolf gave poisonous kisses. 

C1: Christe eleison. 

C3: Life dieth upon the Tree, but hell and death in anguish are despoiled. 

C1: Christe eleison. 

C3: Thou didst will to suffer bondage, and didst redeem us from the 
bonds of death. 

C2: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

All: Christ the Lord became obedient unto death. 

C1: Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. 

C2: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

All: Christ the Lord became obedient unto death. 
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Then another Cantor, standing in his place and turned towards the altar, sings: 

Even the death of the Cross. 

Then all kneel or prostrate themselves and say the Lord’s Prayer and Hail Mary 
silently and privately, after which Psalm 51 (Miserere mei, Deus) is said in a low 
voice without Glory be.  

PSALM 51  Miserere mei, Deus. 

HAVE mercy upon me, O God, after thy great goodness :  
according to the multitude of thy mercies  

     do away mine offences.  

2. Wash me throughly from my wickedness :  
and cleanse me from my sin.  

3. For I acknowledge my faults :  
and my sin is ever before me.  

4. Against thee only have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight : 
that thou mightest be justified in thy saying,  
     and clear when thou art judged.  

5. Behold, I was shapen in wickedness :  
and in sin hath my mother conceived me.  

6. But lo, thou requirest truth in the inward parts :  
and shalt make me to understand wisdom secretly.  

7. Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean :  
thou shalt wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  

8. Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness :  
that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.  

9. Turn thy face from my sins :  
and put out all my misdeeds.  

10. Make me a clean heart, O God :  
and renew a right spirit within me.  

11. Cast me not away from thy presence :  
and take not thy holy Spirit from me.  

12. O give me the comfort of thy help again :  
and stablish me with thy free Spirit.  

13. Then shall I teach thy ways unto the wicked :  
and sinners shall be converted unto thee.  

14. Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God,  
     thou that art the God of my health :  
and my tongue shall sing of thy righteousness.  
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15. Thou shalt open my lips, O Lord :  
and my mouth shall shew thy praise.  

16. For thou desirest no sacrifice, else would I give it thee :  
but thou delightest not in burnt-offerings.  

17. The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit :  
a broken and contrite heart, O God, shalt thou not despise.  

18. O be favourable and gracious unto Sion :  
build thou the walls of Jerusalem.  

19. Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifice of righteousness,       
     with the burnt-offerings and oblations :  
then shall they offer young bullocks upon thine altar. 

After the Psalm the Collect is said by the Officiant without greeting. 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God: we beseech thee graciously to behold this thy family, for 
which our Lord Jesus Christ was contented to be betrayed, and given up 
into the hands of wicked men, and to suffer death upon the Cross; who 
now liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever 
one God, world without end. Amen.  

Then the Officiant strikes his hand on a book three times, and all stand. The light 
is brought from its place of concealment, and shown to the people. It is then 
extinguished, and the candle is removed. 

The Office having concluded, all depart in silence. 
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MATTINS OF HOLY SATURDAY 

NOCTURN I 

All stand for the start of the Office, which begins with the first Antiphon. After the 
Psalm has begun, all sit. 

PSALM 4   Cum invocarem. 

Ant. In perfect peace * and safety, I will sleep and take my rest. 

HEAR  me when I call, O God of my righteousness :  
thou hast set me at liberty when I was in trouble;  
     have mercy upon me, and hearken unto my prayer.  

2. O ye sons of men, how long will ye blaspheme mine honour :  
and have such pleasure in vanity, and seek after leasing?  

3. Know this also,  
     that the Lord hath chosen to himself the man that is godly :  
when I call upon the Lord he will hear me.  

4. Stand in awe, and sin not :  
commune with your own heart, and in your chamber, and be still.  

5. Offer the sacrifice of righteousness :  
and put your trust in the Lord.  

6. There be many that say :  
Who will show us any good?  

7. Lord, lift thou up :  
the light of thy countenance upon us.  

8. Thou hast put gladness in my heart :  
since the time that their corn and wine and oil increased.  

9. I will lay me down in peace, and take my rest :  
for it is thou, Lord, only, that makest me dwell in safety.  

Ant. In perfect peace and safety, I will sleep and take my rest. 

PSALM 15   Domine, quis habitabit? 

Ant. He shall dwell * in thy tabernacle: he shall rest upon thy holy hill. 

L ORD who shall dwell in thy tabernacle :  
or who shall rest upon thy holy hill?  

2. Even he that leadeth an uncorrupt life :  
and doeth the thing which is right,  
     and speaketh the truth from his heart.  
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3. He that hath used no deceit in his tongue,  
     nor done evil to his neighbour :  
and hath not slandered his neighbour.  

4. He that setteth not by himself, but is lowly in his own eyes :  
and maketh much of them that fear the Lord.   

5. He that sweareth unto his neighbour, and disappointeth him not :  
though it were to his own hindrance.  

6. He that hath not given his money upon usury :  
nor taken reward against the innocent.  

7. Whoso doeth these things :  
shall never fall.  

Ant. He shall dwell in thy tabernacle: he shall rest upon thy holy hill. 

PSALM 16   Conserva me, Domine. 

Ant. My flesh * shall rest in hope. 

PRESERVE me, O God : 
for in thee have I put my trust.  

2. O my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord :  
Thou art my God, my goods are nothing unto thee.  

3. All my delight is upon the saints, that are in the earth :  
and upon such as excel in virtue.  

4. But they that run after another god :  
shall have great trouble.  

5. Their drink-offerings of blood will I not offer :  
neither make mention of their names within my lips.  

6. The Lord himself is the portion of mine inheritance,  
     and of my cup :  
thou shalt maintain my lot.  

7. The lot is fallen unto me in a fair ground :  
yea, I have a goodly heritage.  

8. I will thank the Lord for giving me warning :  
my reins also chasten me in the night-season.  

9. I have set God always before me :  
for he is on my right hand, therefore I shall not fall.  

10. Wherefore my heart was glad, and my glory rejoiced :  
my flesh also shall rest in hope.  

11. For why? thou shalt not leave my soul in hell :  
neither shalt thou suffer thy Holy One to see corruption.  
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12. Thou shalt shew me the path of life;  
     in thy presence is the fulness of joy :  
and at thy right hand there is pleasure for evermore.  

Ant. My flesh shall rest in hope. 

All stand as the following Versicle and Response is said. 

V.   I will lay me down in peace. 
R.   And take my rest. 

Silence is kept, during which the Lord’s Prayer and Hail Mary are said in silence 
and privately. After this all sit for the Lamentations of Jeremiah. These Lessons are 
read without introduction or conclusion at Tenebrae of each day of the Sacred 
Paschal Triduum. It is especially appropriate that on these most solemn days of 
the year the Lessons are sung according to the customary chants. 

Lesson I         Lam. 2:13-15 

Aleph. To what shall I compare thee? or to what shall I liken thee, O 
daughter of Jerusalem? to what shall I equal thee, that I may comfort 
thee, O virgin daughter of Sion? For great as the sea is thy destruction: 
who shall heal thee? Beth. Thy prophets have seen vain and foolish 
things for thee: and they have not discovered thine iniquity, to provoke 
thee to repentance. Ghimel. But they have seen for thee false 
prognostications, and causes of banishment. All that pass by clap their 
hands at thee: they hiss, and wag their head at the daughter of Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord thy God. 

Respond I                   Sepulto Domino 

When Jesus was buried, the sepulchre was sealed: and, rolling a great 
stone unto the door of the sepulchre, They set a band of soldiers to keep 
it. V. Lest haply his disciples should come and steal him away, and should 
say unto the people, He is risen from the dead. R. They set a band of 
soldiers to keep it. 

Lesson II           Lam. 2:16-18 

Daleth. The Lord hath done that which he had devised: he hath fulfilled 
his word that he had commanded in the days of old. He hath thrown 
down, and hath not pitied: he hath caused the enemy to rejoice over 
thee; he hath set up the horn of thine adversaries. He. Their heart cried 
unto the Lord: O wall of the daughter of Sion, let tears run down like a 
river day and night: give thyself no respite; let not the apple of thine eye 
cease. Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord thy God. 
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Respond II                     Recessit pastor 

Our Shepherd hath withdraw himself, the Fountain of living water, at 
whose departure the sun was darkened: for he also is led captive, who had 
taken captive our first parent: Today hath our Saviour broken the gates of 
death, and burst the bars thereof asunder. V. Before whose presence death 
fleeth, at whose voice the dead arise, and seeing him, the gates of death 
and rent in twain. R. Today hath our Saviour broken the gates of death, 
and burst the bars thereof asunder. 

Lesson III           Lam. 2:21-22; 3:4-6 

Zayin. The young and the old lie on the ground in the streets: my virgins 
and my young men are fallen by the sword. Thou hast slain them in the 
day of thine anger: thou hast killed, and hast not pitied. Yodh. Thou hast 
called, as in the day of a solemn assembly, my terrors round about: so 
that in the day of the Lord’s anger none escaped nor remained. Those 
that I have swaddled and brought up, hath mine enemy consumed. My 
flesh and my skin hath he made old: he hath broken my bones. Lamedh. 

He hath builded against me: and compassed me with gall and travail. He 
hath set me in dark places, as they that be dead of old. Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, return to the Lord thy God. 

Respond III                            Agnus Dei 

Christ, the Lamb of God, was offered for the world’s redemption: for 
God, his Maker, sorely grieving that the first-made Adam fell, when he 
ate the fruit of sorrow, whose reward was death and hell, noted then this 
Wood, The ruin of the ancient wood to quell. V. Christ became obedient 
for us unto death, even the death of the Cross. R. The ruin of the ancient 
wood to quell. Christ, the Lamb of God, was offered for the world’s 
redemption: for God, his Maker, sorely grieving that the first-made Adam 
fell, when he ate the fruit of sorrow, whose reward was death and hell, 
noted then this Wood, the ruin of the ancient wood to quell. 

NOCTURN II 

PSALM 24   Domini est terra. 

Ant. Be ye lift up, * ye everlasting doors: and the King of glory shall  
come in. 

THE earth is the Lord’s, and all that therein is : 
the compass of the world, and they that dwell therein.  

2. For he hath founded it upon the seas :  
and prepared it upon the floods.  
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3. Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord :  
or who shall rise up in his holy place?  

4. Even he that hath clean hands, and a pure heart :  
and that hath not lift up his mind unto vanity,  
     nor sworn to deceive his neighbour.  

5. He shall receive the blessing from the Lord :  
and righteousness from the God of his salvation.  

6. This is the generation of them that seek him :  
even of them that seek thy face, O Jacob.  

7. Lift up your heads, O ye gates,  
     and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors :  
and the King of glory shall come in.  

8. Who is the King of glory :  
it is the Lord strong and mighty, even the Lord mighty in battle.  

9. Lift up your heads, O ye gates,  
     and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors :  
and the King of glory shall come in.  

10. Who is the King of glory :  
even the Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.  

Ant. Be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors: and the King of glory shall  
come in. 

PSALM 27   Dominus illuminatio. 

Ant. I believe to see * the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. 

THE Lord is my light, and my salvation; whom then shall I fear :  
the Lord is the strength of my life;  
     of whom then shall I be afraid?  

2. When the wicked, even mine enemies,  
     and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh :  
they stumbled and fell.  

3. Though an host of men were laid against me,  
     yet shall not my heart be afraid :  
and though there rose up war against me,  
     yet will I put my trust in him.  

4. One thing have I desired of the Lord, which I will require :  
even that I may dwell in the house of the Lord  
     all the days of my life, to behold the fair beauty of the Lord,   
          and to visit his temple.  
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5. For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his tabernacle :  
yea, in the secret place of his dwelling shall he hide me,  
     and set me up upon a rock of stone.  

6. And now shall he lift up mine head :  
above mine enemies round about me.  

7. Therefore will I offer in his dwelling an oblation  
     with great gladness :  
I will sing, and speak praises unto the Lord.  

8. Hearken unto my voice, O Lord, when I cry unto thee :  
have mercy upon me, and hear me.  

9. My heart hath talked of thee, Seek ye my face :  
Thy face, Lord, will I seek.  

10. O hide not thou thy face from me :  
nor cast thy servant away in displeasure.  

11. Thou hast been my succour :  
leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation.  

12. When my father and my mother forsake me :  
the Lord taketh me up.  

13. Teach me thy way, O Lord :  
and lead me in the right way, because of mine enemies.  

14. Deliver me not over into the will of mine adversaries :  
for there are false witnesses risen up against me,  
     and such as speak wrong.  

15. I should utterly have fainted :  
but that I believe verily to see the goodness of the Lord  
     in the land of the living.  

16. O tarry thou the Lord’s leisure :  
be strong, and he shall comfort thine heart;  
     and put thou thy trust in the Lord. 

Ant. I believe to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. 

PSALM 30   Exaltabo te, Domine. 

Ant. Thou, O Lord, * hast brought my soul out of hell. 

I  WILL magnify thee, O Lord, for thou hast set me up :  
and not made my foes to triumph over me. 

2. O Lord my God, I cried unto thee :  
and thou hast healed me. 
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3. Thou, Lord, hast brought my soul out of hell :  
thou hast kept my life from them that go down to the pit. 

4. Sing praises unto the Lord, O ye saints of his :  
and give thanks unto him for a remembrance of his holiness. 

5. For his wrath endureth but the twinkling of an eye,  
     and in his pleasure is life :  
heaviness may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. 

6. And in my prosperity I said, I shall never be removed :  
thou, Lord, of thy goodness hast made my hill so strong. 

7. Thou didst turn thy face from me :  
and I was troubled. 

8. Then cried I unto thee, O Lord :  
and gat me to my Lord right humbly. 

9. What profit is there in my blood :  
when I go down to the pit? 

10. Shall the dust give thanks unto thee :  
or shall it declare thy truth? 

11. Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me :  
Lord, be thou my helper. 

12. Thou hast turned my heaviness into joy :  
thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness. 

13. Therefore shall every good man sing of thy praise without ceasing :  
O my God, I will give thanks unto thee for ever. 

Ant. Thou, O Lord, hast brought my soul out of hell. 

All stand as the following Versicle and Response is said. 

V.   But thou, O Lord. 
R.   Have mercy upon me. 

Silence is kept, during which the Lord’s Prayer and Hail Mary are said in silence 
and privately. After this all sit for the Lessons that follow, which are read or sung 
without any introduction or conclusion. 

Lesson IV                                              From a Sermon of Saint Augustine 

This most holy and solemn season, dearly beloved, doth admonish us 
that we are exhorted to watch and pray. For in the darkness of this world 
our faith is continually striving against the darkness of our hearts, that 
the eyes of our mind be not overcome by slumber. And, that we fall not 
into this mischance, let us pray, and cry to our God in the words of the 
Prophet, ‘Lighten mine eyes that I sleep not in death; lest mine enemy 
say, I have prevailed against him.’ 
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Respond IV                       Sicut ovis 

He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and, when evil entreated, he 
opened not his mouth: he was delivered unto death, That he might give 
life unto his people. V. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities. R. That he might give life unto his people. 

Lesson V                               From a Sermon of Saint Augustine 

Though his enemies after the flesh seemed to themselves to have 
prevailed, yet in them his ghostly enemy was vanquished. For by the 
offering of a sinless body the unclean spirit was overcome; and by the 
same device whereby he drove men to do openly that which he would, by 
the same he suffered secretly that which he would not. For in slaying 
Christ, he shed that blood whereby those whom he had slain should be 
raised to life; yet neither him doth he hold in the bonds of death. And 
indeed it grieveth him sore to see them raised to life whom he thought to 
number with him who was dead. 

Respond V                          Ecce quomodo 

See ye how the righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart: and 
upright men are taken, and no man considereth: the righteous is taken 
from the presence of evil, And he shall enter into peace. V. At Salem is his 
tabernacle, and his dwelling in Sion. R. And he shall enter into peace. 

Lesson VI                                        From a Sermon of Saint Augustine 

Therefore, brethren, we celebrate, here on earth, the death of him in 
whose life we hope to have our portion when this mortal life is ended. 
Let us therefore humble ourselves as we call to remembrance the 
humiliation of the Lord: humbly let us watch, humbly let us pray, with 
steadfastness of faith, in full assurance of hope, and with fervent charity; 
considering in how great a light our charity shall appear if by our 
humility we turn our spiritual darkness into the clear light of noonday. 
May God, therefore, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
so shine in our hearts, that the same thing may be wrought in us which, 
in a figure, hath been done in the lighting of lamps in this house of 
prayer. Adorn we then the tabernacle of God, that is our conscience, with 
the light of righteousness; yet not we, but the grace of God, that is with 
us. 

Respond VI                    Jerusalem, luge 

Jerusalem, weep and wail, and lay aside thy garments of joy and gladness: 
gird thee with sackcloth, and lie in ashes: For the Saviour of Israel hath 
been slain in thee. V. Let tears run down like a river, day and night: let 
not the apple of thine eye cease. R. For the Saviour of Israel hath been 
slain in thee. Jerusalem, weep and wail, and lay aside thy garments of joy 
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and gladness: gird thee with sackcloth, and lie in ashes: For the Saviour of 
Israel hath been slain in thee. 

NOCTURN III 

PSALM 54   Deus in nomine. 

Ant. God is my helper, * the Lord is with them that uphold my soul. 

SAVE me, O God, for thy Name’s sake :  
and avenge me in thy strength.  

2. Hear my prayer, O God :  
and hearken unto the words of my mouth.  

3. For strangers are risen up against me :  
and tyrants, which have not God before their eyes,  
     seek after my soul.  

4. Behold, God is my helper :  
the Lord is with them that uphold my soul.  

5. He shall reward evil unto mine enemies :  
destroy thou them in thy truth.  

6. An offering of a free heart will I give thee,  
     and praise thy Name, O Lord :  
because it is so comfortable.  

7. For he hath delivered me out of all my trouble :  
and mine eye hath seen his desire upon mine enemies. 

Ant. God is my helper, the Lord is with them that uphold my soul. 

PSALM 76   Notus in Judaea.  

Ant. At Salem * is his tabernacle, and his dwelling in Sion. 

IN Jewry is God known : 
his Name is great in Israel.  

2. At Salem is his tabernacle :  
and his dwelling in Sion.  

3. There brake he the arrows of the bow :  
the shield, the sword, and the battle.  

4. Thou art of more honour and might :  
than the hills of the robbers.  

5. The proud are robbed, they have slept their sleep :  
and all the men whose hands were mighty have found nothing.  

6. At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob :  
both the chariot and horse are fallen.  
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7. Thou, even thou art to be feared :  
and who may stand in thy sight when thou art angry?  

8. Thou didst cause thy judgement to be heard from heaven :  
the earth trembled, and was still, 

9. When God arose to judgement :  
and to help all the meek upon earth.  

10. The fierceness of man shall turn to thy praise :  
and the fierceness of them shalt thou refrain.  

11. Promise unto the Lord your God, and keep it,  
     all ye that are round about him :  
bring presents unto him that ought to be feared.  

12. He shall refrain the spirit of princes :  
and is wonderful among the kings of the earth. 

Ant. At Salem is his tabernacle, and his dwelling in Sion. 

PSALM 88   Domine Deus. 

Ant. I have been * even as a man that hath no strength, free among  
the dead. 

O LORD God of my salvation,  
      I have cried day and night before thee :  

O let my prayer enter into thy presence,  
     incline thine ear unto my calling.  

2. For my soul is full of trouble :  
and my life draweth nigh unto hell.  

3. I am counted as one of them that go down into the pit :  
and I have been even as a man that hath no strength.  

4. Free among the dead, like unto them that are wounded,  
     and lie in the grave :  
who are out of remembrance, and are cut away from thy hand.  

5. Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit :  
in a place of darkness, and in the deep.  

6. Thine indignation lieth hard upon me :  
and thou hast vexed me with all thy storms.  

7. Thou hast put away mine acquaintance far from me :  
and made me to be abhorred of them.  

8. I am so fast in prison :  
that I cannot get forth.  
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9. My sight faileth for very trouble :  
Lord, I have called daily upon thee,  
     I have stretched forth my hands unto thee.  

10. Dost thou shew wonders among the dead :  
or shall the dead rise up again, and praise thee?  

11. Shall thy loving-kindness be shewed in the grave :  
or thy faithfulness in destruction?  

12. Shall thy wondrous works be known in the dark :  
and thy righteousness in the land where all things are forgotten?  

13. Unto thee have I cried, O Lord :  
and early shall my prayer come before thee.  

14. Lord, why abhorrest thou my soul :  
and hidest thou thy face from me?  

15. I am in misery, and like unto him that is at the point to die :  
even from my youth up thy terrors have I suffered  
     with a troubled mind.  

16. Thy wrathful displeasure goeth over me :  
and the fear of thee hath undone me.  

17. They came round about me daily like water :  
and compassed me together on every side.  

18. My lovers and friends hast thou put away from me :  
and hid mine acquaintance out of my sight.  

Ant. I have been even as a man that hath no strength, free among  
the dead. 

All stand as the following Versicle and Response is said. 

V.   He hath laid me. 
R.   In the darkness. 

Silence is kept, during which the Lord’s Prayer and Hail Mary are said in silence 
and privately. After this all sit for the Lessons that follow, which are read or sung 
without any introduction or conclusion. 

Lesson VII                  Matthew 28:1-7 

In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn towards the first day of the 
week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. 
(And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the 
door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning, and his 
raiment white as snow: And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and 
became as dead men. And the angel answered and said unto the women, 
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Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not 
here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 
And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, 
behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I 
have told you.) 

From a Homily of the Venerable Bede 

The Vigil Office of this most holy night (as we have heard, beloved 
brethren, in the Gospel lesson) is consecrated for us by the Resurrection 
of our Lord and Saviour. For whereas he willed on this night, for the love 
that he bare us, to sleep in death, and to be raised again from the dead, so 
it is meet that we, in love to him, should celebrate it with prayer and 
psalmody. For what saith the Apostle? ‘He died for our sins, and rose 
again for our justification.’ 

Respond VII               Plange quasi virgo 

Lament like a virgin, O my people: cry and howl, ye shepherds, in 
sackcloth and ashes: For the day of the Lord is near, a great day, and 
exceeding bitter. V. Weep and howl, ye shepherds, and cry aloud: wallow 
yourselves in ashes. R. For the day of the Lord is near, a great day, and 
exceeding bitter. 

Lesson VIII            From a Homily of the Venerable Bede 

But where it is said in the Gospel-lesson that the holy women came in the 
end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn towards the first day of the week, 
to see the sepulchre, we must understand that they made ready to come 
in the evening; but it was in the early morning, as it began to dawn 
towards the first day of the week, that they actually came to the 
sepulchre. That is to say, they prepared the spices wherewith they desired 
to anoint the Lord’s body, in the evening; but the spices which they had 
prepared in the evening, they brought to the sepulchre in the morning. 
Which things Saint Matthew indeed records somewhat obscurely, for the 
sake of brevity; but the other Evangelists indicate more clearly the order 
in which they were done. 

Respond VIII                     Estimatus sum 

I am counted with them that go down into the pit: I have been even as a 
man that hath no strength; free among them that are dead. V. They have 
laid me in the lowest pit, in a place of darkness and in the deep. R. I have 
been even as a man that hath no strength; free among them that are 
dead. 
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Lesson IX            From a Homily of the Venerable Bede  

For it was the sixth day of the week when the Lord was buried; and the 
women, returning from the sepulchre, prepared the spices so long as it 
was lawful for them to work: and on the Sabbath day they rested 
according to the commandment, as Saint Luke plainly records. But when 
the Sabbath was past, and evening was drawing on, the time for work 
being now returned, then out of devotion, they went speedily, and 
bought sweet spices (not having prepared sufficient) as Saint Mark 
relates, that they might come and anoint Jesus. And very early in the 
morning, the first day of the week, they came unto the sepulchre at the 
rising of the sun. 

Respond IX               O vos omnes 

O all ye people that pass by together, give heed awhile, and consider If 
there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow. V. Give heed awhile, all ye 
people, and consider. R. If there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow. O all 
ye people that pass by together, give heed awhile, and consider if there be 
any sorrow like unto my sorrow. 

LAUDS OF HOLY SATURDAY 

All stand for the start of Lauds, which begins with the first Antiphon. After the 
Psalm has begun, all sit. 

PSALM 51   Miserere mei, Deus. 

Ant. O death, * I will be thy death: O grave, I will be thy destruction. 

HAVE mercy upon me, O God, after thy great goodness :  
according to the multitude of thy mercies  
     do away mine offences.  

2. Wash me throughly from my wickedness :  
and cleanse me from my sin.  

3. For I acknowledge my faults :  
and my sin is ever before me.  

4. Against thee only have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight : 
that thou mightest be justified in thy saying,  
     and clear when thou art judged.  

5. Behold, I was shapen in wickedness :  
and in sin hath my mother conceived me.  

6. But lo, thou requirest truth in the inward parts :  
and shalt make me to understand wisdom secretly.  
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7. Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean :  
thou shalt wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  

8. Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness :  
that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.  

9. Turn thy face from my sins :  
and put out all my misdeeds.  

10. Make me a clean heart, O God :  
and renew a right spirit within me.  

11. Cast me not away from thy presence :  
and take not thy holy Spirit from me.  

12. O give me the comfort of thy help again :  
and stablish me with thy free Spirit.  

13. Then shall I teach thy ways unto the wicked :  
and sinners shall be converted unto thee.  

14. Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God,  
     thou that art the God of my health :  
and my tongue shall sing of thy righteousness.  

15. Thou shalt open my lips, O Lord :  
and my mouth shall shew thy praise.  

16. For thou desirest no sacrifice, else would I give it thee :  
but thou delightest not in burnt-offerings.  

17. The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit :  
a broken and contrite heart, O God, shalt thou not despise.  

18. O be favourable and gracious unto Sion :  
build thou the walls of Jerusalem.  

19. Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifice of righteousness,       
     with the burnt-offerings and oblations :  
then shall they offer young bullocks upon thine altar.  

Ant. O death, I will be thy death: O grave, I will be thy destruction. 

PSALM 92   Bonum est confiteri. 

Ant. O all ye people, * hearken unto me: behold ye, and see my sorrow. 

IT is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord : 
and to sing praises unto thy Name, O most Highest;  

2. To tell of thy loving-kindness early in the morning :  
and of thy truth in the night-season;  

3. Upon an instrument of ten strings, and upon the lute :  
upon a loud instrument, and upon the harp.  
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4. For thou, Lord, hast made me glad through thy works :  
and I will rejoice in giving praise for the operations of thy hands.  

5. O Lord, how glorious are thy works :  
thy thoughts are very deep.  

6. An unwise man doth not well consider this :  
and a fool doth not understand it.  

7. When the ungodly are green as the grass,  
     and when all the workers of wickedness do flourish :  
then shall they be destroyed for ever;  
     but thou, Lord, art the most Highest for evermore.  

8. For lo, thine enemies, O Lord, lo, thine enemies shall perish :  
and all the workers of wickedness shall be destroyed.  

9. But mine horn shall be exalted like the horn of an unicorn :  
for I am anointed with fresh oil.  

10. Mine eye also shall see his lust of mine enemies :  
and mine ear shall hear his desire of the wicked  
     that arise up against me.  

11. The righteous shall flourish like a palm-tree :  
and shall spread abroad like a cedar in Libanus.  

12. Such as are planted in the house of the Lord :  
shall flourish in the courts of the house of our God.  

13. They also shall bring forth more fruit in their age :  
and shall be fat and well-liking.  

14. That they may shew how true the Lord my strength is :  
and that there is no unrighteousness in him. 

Ant. O all ye people, hearken unto me: behold ye, and see my sorrow. 

PSALM 63   Deus, Deus meus. 

Ant. O all ye people * that pass by together, behold, and see if there be 
any sorrow like unto my sorrow. 

O GOD, thou art my God :  
 early will I seek thee.  

2. My soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh also longeth after thee :  
in a barren and dry land where no water is.  

3. Thus have I looked for thee in holiness :  
that I might behold thy power and glory.  

4. For thy loving-kindness is better than the life itself :  
my lips shall praise thee.  
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5. As long as I live will I magnify thee on this manner :  
and lift up my hands in thy Name.  

6. My soul shall be satisfied, even as it were with marrow and fatness :  
when my mouth praiseth thee with joyful lips.  

7. Have I not remembered thee in my bed :  
and thought upon thee when I was waking?  

8. Because thou hast been my helper :  
therefore under the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice.  

9. My soul hangeth upon thee :  
thy right hand hath upholden me.  

10. These also that seek the hurt of my soul :  
they shall go under the earth.  

11. Let them fall upon the edge of the sword :  
that they may be a portion for foxes.  

12. But the King shall rejoice in God;  
     all they also that swear by him shall be commended :  
for the mouth of them that speak lies shall be stopped.  

PSALM 67   Deus misereatur. 

GOD be merciful unto us, and bless us : 
and shew us the light of his countenance,  
     and be merciful unto us:  

2. That thy way may be known upon earth :  
thy saving health among all nations.  

3. Let the people praise thee, O God :  
yea, let all the people praise thee.  

4. O let the nations rejoice and be glad :  
for thou shalt judge the folk righteously,  
     and govern the nations upon earth.  

5. Let the people praise thee, O God :  
let all the people praise thee.  

6. Then shall the earth bring forth her increase :  
and God, even our own God, shall give us his blessing.  

7. God shall bless us :  
and all the ends of the world shall fear him.  

Ant. O all ye people that pass by together, behold, and see if there be any 
sorrow like unto my sorrow. 
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CANTICLE OF HEZEKIAH   Ego dixi. 

Ant. From the gates of hell, * O Lord, I beseech thee, deliver my soul. 

I  SAID: In the cutting off of my days :  
I shall go down to the gates of the grave. 

2. I am deprived of the residue of my years :  
I said: I shall not see the LORD,  
     even the LORD, in the land of the living. 

3. I shall behold man no more :  
with the inhabitants of the world. 

4. Mine age is departed, and is removed from me :  
as a shepherd’s tent. 

5. I have cut off like a weaver my life :  
he will cut me off with pining sickness; 

6. From day even to night :  
wilt thou make an end of me. 

7. I reckoned till morning, that, as a lion,  
     so will he make all my bones :  
from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me; 

8. Like a crane, or a swallow, so did I chatter :  
I did mourn as a dove; 

9. Mine eyes fail with looking upward :  
O LORD, I am oppressed, undertake for me. 

10. What shall I say?  He hath both spoken unto me,  
     and himself hath done it :  
I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul. 

11. O LORD, by these things men live,      
     and in all these things is the life of my spirit :  
so wilt thou recover me, and make me to live. 

12. Behold, for peace I had great bitterness;  
     but thou hast in love for my soul delivered it  
          from the pit of corruption :  
for thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back. 

13. For the grave cannot praise thee, death cannot celebrate thee :  
they that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. 

14. The LORD was ready to save me :  
therefore will we sing my songs to the stringed instruments  
     all the days of our life in the house of the LORD. 

Ant. From the gates of hell, O Lord, I beseech thee, deliver my soul. 
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Then the next Antiphon is said, followed immediately by Psalm 148, 149, and 150, 
which are said without interruption. As Psalm 150 is sung, the remaining candle 
is removed to a place where it cannot be seen. 

Ant. They shall mourn for him * as one mourneth for his only son: 
because the innocent Lord is slain. 

PSALM 148   Laudate Dominum.  

O PRAISE the Lord of heaven : 
 praise him in the height. 

2. Praise him, all ye angels of his :  
praise him, all his host.  

3. Praise him, sun and moon :  
praise him, all ye stars and light.  

4. Praise him, all ye heavens :  
and ye waters that are above the heavens.  

5. Let them praise the Name of the Lord :  
for he spake the word, and they were made;  
     he commanded, and they were created.  

6. He hath made them fast for ever and ever :  
he hath given them a law which shall not be broken.  

7. Praise the Lord upon earth :  
ye dragons, and all deeps;  

8. Fire and hail, snow and vapours :  
wind and storm, fulfilling his word;  

9. Mountains and all hills :  
fruitful trees and all cedars;  

10. Beasts and all cattle :  
worms and feathered fowls;  

11. Kings of the earth and all people :  
princes and all judges of the world;  

12. Young men and maidens, old men and children,  
     praise the Name of the Lord :  
for his Name only is excellent,  
     and his praise above heaven and earth.  

13. He shall exalt the horn of his people;  
     all his saints shall praise him :  
even the children of Israel, even the people that serveth him.  
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PSALM 149   Cantate Domino.  

O SING unto the Lord a new song :  
 let the congregation of saints praise him.  

2. Let Israel rejoice in him that made him :  
and let the children of Sion be joyful in their King.  

3. Let them praise his Name in the dance :  
let them sing praises unto him with tabret and harp.  

4. For the Lord hath pleasure in his people :  
and helpeth the meek-hearted.  

5. Let the saints be joyful with glory :  
let them rejoice in their beds.  

6. Let the praises of God be in their mouth :  
and a two-edged sword in their hands;  

7. To be avenged of the heathen :  
and to rebuke the people;  

8. To bind their kings in chains :  
and their nobles with links of iron.  

9. That they may be avenged of them, as it is written :  
Such honour have all his saints.  

PSALM 150   Laudate Dominum.  

O PRAISE God in his holiness : 
 praise him in the firmament of his power. 

2. Praise him in his noble acts :  
praise him according to his excellent greatness.  

3. Praise him in the sound of the trumpet :  
praise him upon the lute and harp.  

4. Praise him in the cymbals and dances :  
praise him upon the strings and pipe.  

5. Praise him upon the well-tuned cymbals :  
praise him upon the loud cymbals.  

6. Let every thing that hath breath :  
praise the Lord.  

Ant. They shall mourn for him as one mourneth for his only son: because 
the innocent Lord is slain. 
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When the final Antiphon of Lauds is finished, all the candles on the altar and 
elsewhere in the church are extinguished. Then the Antiphon for the Benedictus 
is intoned. 

Ant. The women, * sitting over against the sepulchre, made lamentation, 
weeping for the Lord. 

Benedictus  Luke 1:68-79  

BLESSED be the Lord God of Israel :     
for he hath visited and redeemed his people;  

And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us :    
in the house of his servant David;  

As he spake by the mouth of his holy Prophets :    
which have been since the world began;  

That we should be saved from our enemies :    
and from the hands of all that hate us.  

To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers :    
and to remember his holy Covenant;  

To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham :    
that he would give us;  

That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies :    
might serve him without fear;  

In holiness and righteousness before him :    
all the days of our life.  

And thou, child, shalt be called the Prophet of the Highest :  
for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways;  

To give knowledge of salvation unto his people :  
for the remission of their sins,  

Through the tender mercy of our God :  
whereby the day-spring from on high hath visited us;  

To give light to them that sit in darkness,  
     and in the shadow of death :   
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Ant. The women, sitting over against the sepulchre, made lamentation, 
weeping for the Lord. 

All sit as the Antiphon is repeated. When the Antiphon is finished, all kneel as the 
Litany Kyrie Puerorum is said in the following manner. This may be sung by 
Cantors as appointed, or more simply in antiphonal form.  
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If there are sufficient Cantors for this purpose, two stand at the foot of the altar 
facing the quire (C1), two stand at the entrance to the quire facing the altar (C2), 
and the two appointed to intone the Antiphons and Psalms during the Office 
itself also assist, standing at their place in the quire (C3). 

C1: Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. 

C2: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

All: Christ the Lord became obedient unto death. 

C1: Christe eleison. 

C3: Thou who camest down to suffer for our sakes. 

C1: Christe eleison. 

C3: Who, with outstretched arms upon the Cross, didst draw all nations 
unto thee. 

C1: Christe eleison. 

C3: Who in prophecy didst foreshadow: I will be thy death, O Death. 

C2: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

All: Christ the Lord became obedient unto death. 

C1: Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. 

C2: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

All: Christ the Lord became obedient unto death. 

Then another Cantor, standing in his place and turned towards the altar, sings: 

Even the death of the Cross. 

Then all kneel or prostrate themselves and say the Lord’s Prayer and Hail Mary 
silently and privately, after which Psalm 51 (Miserere mei, Deus) is said in a low 
voice without Glory be.  

PSALM 51   Miserere mei, Deus. 

HAVE mercy upon me, O God, after thy great goodness :  
according to the multitude of thy mercies  

     do away mine offences.  

2. Wash me throughly from my wickedness :  
and cleanse me from my sin.  

3. For I acknowledge my faults :  
and my sin is ever before me.  

4. Against thee only have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight : 
that thou mightest be justified in thy saying,  
     and clear when thou art judged.  
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5. Behold, I was shapen in wickedness :  
and in sin hath my mother conceived me.  

6. But lo, thou requirest truth in the inward parts :  
and shalt make me to understand wisdom secretly.  

7. Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean :  
thou shalt wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  

8. Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness :  
that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.  

9. Turn thy face from my sins :  
and put out all my misdeeds.  

10. Make me a clean heart, O God :  
and renew a right spirit within me.  

11. Cast me not away from thy presence :  
and take not thy holy Spirit from me.  

12. O give me the comfort of thy help again :  
and stablish me with thy free Spirit.  

13. Then shall I teach thy ways unto the wicked :  
and sinners shall be converted unto thee.  

14. Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God,  
     thou that art the God of my health :  
and my tongue shall sing of thy righteousness.  

15. Thou shalt open my lips, O Lord :  
and my mouth shall shew thy praise.  

16. For thou desirest no sacrifice, else would I give it thee :  
but thou delightest not in burnt-offerings.  

17. The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit :  
a broken and contrite heart, O God, shalt thou not despise.  

18. O be favourable and gracious unto Sion :  
build thou the walls of Jerusalem.  

19. Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifice of righteousness,       
     with the burnt-offerings and oblations :  
then shall they offer young bullocks upon thine altar. 
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After the Psalm the Collect is said by the Officiant without greeting, or its usual 
conclusion. 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God: we beseech thee graciously to behold this thy family, for 
which our Lord Jesus Christ was contented to be betrayed, and given up 
into the hands of wicked men, and to suffer death upon the Cross. Amen. 

Then the Officiant strikes his hand on a book three times, and all stand. The light 
is brought from its place of concealment, and shown to the people. It is then 
extinguished, and the candle is removed. 

The Office having concluded, all depart in silence. 
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EVENING PRAYER & PROCESSION ON EASTER DAY 

At Evening Prayer on Easter Day the ancient order of the Office may be sung, in 
which the Paschal Candle is taken in solemn procession to the baptismal font.  6

This Office may also be said on the weekdays of the Octave of Easter. 

As befits the character of Easter Day and its Octave, this Office is usually to be 
sung in the solemn form described below, together with the procession and its 
stations. 

Before the Office begins, the Paschal Candle is to be alight and in its stand in the 
sanctuary. The Officiant, if he be a cleric, may wear a white cope. He may be 
assisted by other Ministers in appropriate attire.  

The Introductory Rites 

When the People are gathered, the Officiant, Ministers, servers, and choir 
approach the quire. The usual introductory versicles (O Lord, open thou our lips 
&c) are omitted, and the Office begins with the singing of the paschal Kyrie (Lux et 

Origo) during the entrance procession. 

Kyrie, eleison.   Or:           Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Kyrie, eleison.                Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Kyrie, eleison.                 Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christe, eleison.              Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Christe, eleison.              Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Christe, eleison.              Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Kyrie, eleison.                Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Kyrie, eleison.                Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Kyrie, eleison.                Lord, have mercy upon us. 

When they arrive at the altar, the Officiant, Ministers, servers, and choir make the 
customary reverence to the altar and go to the places appointed for them. 

Psalmody 

The Antiphon is intoned by the Officiant. After the Psalm has begun, all sit. The 
Antiphon is repeated only after the final Psalm. 

Ant. Alleluia, * alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 Divine Worship: Daily Office (Commonwealth Edition) 91. Cf. General Instruction on the Liturgy 6

of the Hours, n. 213.
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PSALM 110  Dixit Dominus. 

THE Lord said unto my Lord : 
Sit thou on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.  

2. The Lord shall send the rod of thy power out of Sion :  
be thou ruler, even in the midst among thine enemies.  

3. In the day of thy power shall the people offer thee  
     free-will offerings with an holy worship : 
the dew of thy birth is of the womb of the morning.  

4. The Lord sware, and will not repent : 
Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedech.  

5. The Lord upon thy right hand : 
shall wound even kings in the day of his wrath.  

6. He shall judge among the heathen; 
     he shall fill the places with the dead bodies :  
and smite in sunder the heads over divers countries.  

7. He shall drink of the brook in the way :  
therefore shall he lift up his head. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  
and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  
world without end. Amen. 

PSALM 111  Confitebor tibi. 

I WILL give thanks unto the Lord with my whole heart :  
secretly among the faithful, and in the congregation.  

2. The works of the Lord are great : 
sought out of all them that have pleasure therein.  

3. His work is worthy to be praised and had in honour : and his 
righteousness endureth for ever.  

4. The merciful and gracious Lord hath so done his marvellous works : 
that they ought to be had in remembrance.  

5. He hath given meat unto them that fear him :  
he shall ever be mindful of his covenant.  

6. He hath showed his people the power of his works :  
that he may give them the heritage of the heathen.  

7. The works of his hands are verity and judgement :  
all his commandments are true.  
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8. They stand fast for ever and ever :  
and are done in truth and equity.  

9. He sent redemption unto his people : 
he hath commanded his covenant for ever;  
     holy and reverend is his Name. 

10. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom :  
a good understanding have all they that do thereafter;  
     the praise of it endureth for ever.  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  
and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  
world without end. Amen. 

PSALM 112  Beatus vir.  

BLESSED is the man that feareth the Lord : 
he hath great delight in his commandments.  

2. His seed shall be mighty upon earth : 
the generation of the faithful shall be blessed.  

3. Riches and plenteousness shall be in his house :  
and his righteousness endureth for ever.  

4. Unto the godly there ariseth up light in the darkness :  
he is merciful, loving, and righteous.  

5. A good man is merciful, and lendeth :  
and will guide his words with discretion.  

6. For he shall never be moved : 
and the righteous shall be had in everlasting remembrance.  

7. He will not be afraid of any evil tidings : 
for his heart standeth fast, and believeth in the Lord.  

8. His heart is established, and will not shrink :  
until he see his desire upon his enemies.  

9. He hath dispersed abroad, and given to the poor :  
and his righteousness remaineth for ever;  
     his horn shall be exalted with honour.  

10. The ungodly shall see it, and it shall grieve him :  
he shall gnash with his teeth, and consume away;  
     the desire of the ungodly shall perish.  
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  
and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  
world without end. Amen. 

Ant. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

In place of the Lessons, the Gradual and Alleluia appointed for the day are sung. 
There is no Hymn at the Office on Easter Day or during the Octave. 

Gradual      Haec dies (Ps 118:24,1)  

This is the day which the Lord hath made: we will be joyful and glad in it. 

V. O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gracious: and his mercy 
endureth for ever.  

Alleluia                     Pascha nostrum (1 Cor 5:7) 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Let us keep the feast with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 

After this, the following versicle and response is sung. 

V. The Lord is risen indeed. 
R. And hath appeared to Simon, alleluia. 

Then the Antiphon of the Magnificat is sung. The Magnificat having begun, the 
Officiant goes to the altar where, after the customary reverence and having 
venerated it with a kiss, he blesses incense and incenses the altar. Another 
Minister then incenses the Officiant at his seat, and then the other Ministers and 
People in the usual manner. 

Antiphon                 Et respicientes (Mk 16:4) 

And when they looked, * they saw that the stone was rolled away: for it 
was very great, alleluia. 

Magnificat  Luke 1:46-55  

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord : 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  

For he hath regarded :  
the lowliness of his handmaiden.  

For behold, from henceforth :  
all generations shall call me blessed.  
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For he that is mighty hath magnified me :  
and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him :  
throughout all generations. 

He hath showed strength with his arm :  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  

He hath put down the mighty from their seat :  
and hath exalted the humble and meek.  

He hath filled the hungry with good things :  
and the rich he hath sent empty away.  

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel :  
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  
and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  
world without end. Amen. 

Ant. And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled away: for 
it was very great, alleluia. 

The Collect is sung by the Officiant. If there is to be no procession, the Collect 
may instead be taken from the Office of the day (pp. 91-92). 

The Lord be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 

Collect 

Let us pray. 

Grant, we beseech thee, almighty God, that we who celebrate the 
solemnities of our Lord’s Resurrection, may by the renewing of thy 

Spirit arise from the death of the soul; through the same Jesus Christ thy 
Son our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 

Then the Officiant, or another Minister, concludes the Office. 

Let us bless the Lord, alleluia. 
People: Thanks be to God, alleluia. 
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The Procession 

After the Office, a procession is made to the baptismal font, during which the 
paschal setting of Psalm 113 is sung, together with its Antiphon. If there is no 
font, the following Antiphons and Psalms are to be sung in the quire after the 
Magnificat, and the Office concludes with Let us bless the Lord as above. 

The procession is composed of the thurifer, followed by the processional cross and 
acolytes with their candles, the choir, the Ministers, and then the People. 

At the discretion of the Officiant, the Paschal Candle and the oils prepared at the 
Chrism Mass may also be taken in the procession, carried by Deacons or other 
appropriate Ministers. In this case, the procession is composed of the thurifer, 
followed by the Paschal Candle, the processional cross and acolytes with their 
candles, the oils, the choir, the Ministers, and then the People. 

Ant. Alleluia, * alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

PSALM 113  Laudate, pueri. 

PRAISE the Lord, ye servants :  
O praise the Name of the Lord, alleluia. 

2. Blessed be the Name of the Lord :  
from this time forth for evermore, alleluia. 

3. The Lord’s Name is praised : 
from the rising up of the sun unto the going down of the same, 
     alleluia. 

4. The Lord is high above all heathen :  
and his glory above the heavens, alleluia.  

5. Who is like unto the Lord our God, that hath his dwelling so high : 
and yet humbleth himself to behold the things  
     that are in heaven and earth? Alleluia. 

6. He taketh up the simple out of the dust :  
and lifteth the poor out of the mire, alleluia. 

7. That he may set him with the princes :  
even with the princes of his people, alleluia. 

8. He maketh the barren woman to keep house :  
and to be a joyful mother of children, alleluia. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  
and to the Holy Ghost, alleluia; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  
world without end. Amen. Alleluia. 

Ant. Alleluia, * alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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First Station: At the Baptismal Font 

A station is made at the baptismal font. While the Anthem is sung, the Officiant 
blesses incense in the usual manner, and then incenses the font. 

Anthem 

Alleluia.  
V. Praise the Lord, ye servants: O praise the Name of the Lord.  
V. Blessed be the Name of the Lord, from this time forth for evermore. 

After this, the following versicle is sung. 

V. The Lord is risen from the grave. 
R. Who hung for us upon the tree, alleluia. 

Then the Officiant prays the Collect. 

Let us pray. 

GRANT we beseech thee, Almighty God, that we who celebrate the 
solemnities of our Lord’s Resurrection may be made worthy to enter 

into the joy of our redemption. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Second Station: At the Rood 

The procession returns to the quire by way of the rood. During this, the paschal 
setting of Psalm 114 and Psalm 115 is sung, together with its Antiphon.  

A station is made at the rood. If there is no rood, the station is made at the 
entrance to the quire or chancel, with the processional cross taking the place of 
the rood. 

Ant. Alleluia. 

PSALM 114  In exitu Israel.  

WHEN Israel came out of Egypt : 
and the house of Jacob from among the strange people, alleluia. 

2. Judah was his sanctuary :  
and Israel his dominion, alleluia. 

3. The sea saw that, and fled :  
Jordan was driven back, alleluia. 

4. The mountains skipped like rams :  
and the little hills like young sheep, alleluia. 
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5. What aileth thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest :  
and thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back? Alleluia. 

6. Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams :  
and ye little hills, like young sheep? Alleluia. 

7. Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord :  
at the presence of the God of Jacob, alleluia; 

8. Who turned the hard rock into a standing water :  
and the flint-stone into a springing well, alleluia. 

The Gloria Patri is omitted, and Psalm 115 continues straightaway. 

PSALM 115  Non nobis, Domine.  

NOT unto us, O Lord, not unto us, 
but unto thy Name give the praise : 

     for thy loving mercy and for thy truth’s sake, alleluia. 

2. Wherefore shall the heathen say :  
Where is now their God? Alleluia. 

3. As for our God, he is in heaven : 
he hath done whatsoever pleased him, alleluia. 

4. Their idols are silver and gold :  
even the work of men’s hands, alleluia. 

5. They have mouths, and speak not :  
eyes have they, and see not, alleluia. 

6. They have ears, and hear not :  
noses have they, and smell not, alleluia. 

7. They have hands, and handle not; feet have they, and walk not : 
neither speak they through their throat, alleluia. 

8. They that make them are like unto them :  
and so are all such as put their trust in them, alleluia. 

9. But thou, house of Israel, trust thou in the Lord :  
he is their succour and defence, alleluia.  

10. Ye house of Aaron, put your trust in the Lord :  
he is their helper and defender, alleluia. 

11. Ye that fear the Lord, put your trust in the Lord :  
he is their helper and defender, alleluia. 

12. The Lord hath been mindful of us, and he shall bless us :  
even he shall bless the house of Israel,  
    he shall bless the house of Aaron, alleluia. 
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13. He shall bless them that fear the Lord :  
both small and great, alleluia. 

14. The Lord shall increase you more and more :  
you and your children, alleluia. 

15. Ye are the blessed of the Lord :  
who made heaven and earth, alleluia. 

16. All the whole heavens are the Lord’s :  
the earth hath he given to the children of men, alleluia. 

17. The dead praise not thee, O Lord :  
neither all they that go down into silence, alleluia. 

The procession having arrived at the station, the Officiant incenses the Cross as 
the following verse is sung. 

18. But we will praise the Lord : 
from this time forth for evermore, alleluia. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  
and to the Holy Ghost, alleluia; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  
world without end. Amen, alleluia. 

Ant. Alleluia. 

After this, the following versicle is sung. 

V. Tell it out among the nations. 
R. That the Lord hath reigned from a tree, alleluia. 

Then the Officiant prays the Collect. 

Let us pray. 

O GOD, who for our redemption didst will that thy Son should suffer 
the death of the Cross, to deliver us from the power of the enemy; 

grant to us thy servants that we may ever live in the joys of his 
Resurrection. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Third Station: At the High Altar 

The procession then continues into the quire, during which the following 
Antiphon is sung. All return to their places, and remain facing the altar. 

Antiphon         Paradisi porta 

The gate of Paradise * by Eve to all was closed: and by the Virgin Mary it 
is again set open, alleluia. 
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After this, the following versicle is sung. 

V. Holy Mother of God, ever-Virgin Mary. 
R. Intercede for us unto the Lord our God, alleluia. 

Then the Officiant prays the Collect. 

Let us pray. 

WE BESEECH thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into our hearts: that, as 
we have known the Incarnation of thy Son Jesus Christ by the 

message of an Angel; so by his Cross and Passion we may be brought unto 
the glory of his Resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

The Concluding Rites 

The Officiant sings: 

The Lord be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 

Then a suitable Minister, or the Officiant, sings:  

Let us bless the Lord, alleluia. 
People: Thanks be to God, alleluia. 

The Officiant and Ministers then depart.  

If another liturgical function, such as Benediction of the Most Holy Sacrament 
(pp. 2020-2022), is to follow, the Office is to be recited in full, and concluded in 
the manner given above.
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